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NowHERE

NEws FroM

Regukir readers of The Abolitiont: will have noticed thal over
the ksl vear we have been going dewn in the workd, We have
mever even mipired (o a phuth site of offices in, say,
Kennington Park Road; but the King's Crows end of
Caledoninn Road was a1 leas central, convenient and chose to
an enoellent pab. From there te the remote wilderness of
Fored Gate (and a building that is naw — and nod as a resull
ol strike actinn — without o waler supply or a telephode, snd
s duwe 1o be demolished m the spring), and theace 1o 8 mere
g, miicens b, it b @0 el meheody decline.

Once again, RAP is in dire financm] straits, We have had bad
timies belome, bal we gre mow in the unenviable position of
having me money (o pay o worker — our previsues worker coubd
not be kept on after Seplember 1952 - and owr money for
publishing The Aboditionis i ot an all tnse how,

S wr hawe to begin this issse with an appeal. Coald you
e consider, Il a1 58 powible, making & small contribution
o our wages famd — perhaps to the tane of 50p s week? If
enoigh memshers could do this, my through s banker’s ardey,
wit hispe that RAF could struggle along for some Lime yel. AL
the snse thawe, we ane confinuing to apply for long-term
assdatamce from grani-giving & gencks.

If you are not already a member, we hops you will consider
becoming ane, The preseni number of subscribers should be
jms enough for the magsing 1o beeak even, bul wilh rising
coats and “cashflow problems™ 11 will be & very chose-run
thing Although we expest (o be able (o publsh only three
timos 4 year rather than quarerly, the pressat subacription
of L4 {E4 unwaged ) willl sbll cover foor mwes, Az an added
inventive, we're offering new members & free copy of Mike
Nellis and Christopher Haka' The Prison Film {normal price
£1.30), This abtractively produced, 64-page Dlestrated bookbet
should inieresi not onky film bufls, but everyone concemed
with the image of imprisonment thal s “projected” 1o the
public ot large,

Existing members will be aware of & few sdministrative
hiccups recently, for which we apalagse. Lamgely owing to

the mmither ahrupt depanture of our lasl worker, we winm't
ahle to get the last Aboltionsr cut in Eme 1o comtitule
regsorable notice of the projected RAP mesting ot Comway
Hal, 50 we feit the hest course wad to cancel it, W would

like to hear from members whether they would wish (o sttend
& ane-day conference o0 gener] meeting in London, and whai
they would like it fo be aboul. I the meantime we need 1o get
i many membors as possible actively imvalved in producing
The A bolitlonisf and in other prajects mch a2 the Young
Offenden Group and the pablication we am preparing on sex
affenden, The memorandum on prison eduation printed in
Lhis issue i8 @ popd example of (the value ol a number of RAP
members from different backgrounds pooling thelr ex periences
and ideas

CHANGE FROM WITHIN

Tha istive of Aboliinanirt hes not been consciously comtructed
around sny single theme, but 3 number of articles share o
concerm with the quality of life — of personal life 3nd social
telalions, tathir than puntly mabenal condstions - wiibe
prisors. Tody Ward's articl on prison desths suggestn that the
“lack of care™ and socil olation experieneed by prisoners
may explain the hormific prison suicide rate; while both RAPS
memonndum on education and Melen Bellamy's review of the
erestive autpul of the Barlinnle Special Undt soggost, by
contrast, how oven im 8 prison setting people may interact in
ways that further persons] developmsent and change.

Such concerns e been sigriflcan iy absent from recent 3
RAPF publicationa, such s Jil Box-SGrainger's controversial
(especially within RAF) Sentencing Repiits. The exchasion of
amy diicision of “rehabiitative” or educational effarts within
prisoni Irom dscussion of sentencing is a deliberate reaction
againsl the unacorplahle version of rebabdlitation = the one
phat wies it ap o justification™ lor imprizoament,

However, RAFs views on the use of imprisonment do have
oertain implications for the nature of prison regimes. For one
thing, & drastic reduction in iImprisonment & 3 precordidon
lor alfering & civilised environment for more than 3 privideged
mincnty of prisopes — as our memorasdum on edecation
makes clear. For anoikar, our scepticien towands all thearos
which parpor (o juulify impasonment fafees us fo regand
ingarcumation a8 at best o regrettable expediont; amd this
suggests that prson regimes, rather than being punitve and
degrading, should ideally aim to compensate the prisones o
same degree [or the fact of imperisonmest, of ot beart minimise
the damage done, Ros Kane (Bl wiat do pow de owitk .
Abolitonist nn, &, p_20) has suggestad that “Cleronsally and
senously dangerous offender™ could live in small, secure
“willages™:
Thewe villapes shoul] spare w0 efTort of oxpesse (o enstile cach
peraan ta develop i bl or b own ey, This migh! po some way
at lgant o ceampeame for the need to lock 1bem up, snd woukl
wyembalicadly scknowhedge D violes) cvmses have aoma ing 1o
do with the previom thegiment by “sociery™, wilh virkses fogms of
deprivation of which {he offeader win 3 vickm,
This is what Mariin Wrkghi (M Ling (Fecd, Bumeil hooks
19820 pefers o as sociely's “making amends™ 1o the olfender

UTOPIA?

To ssigpest any sort of “humanitaran” reform of prsons is 1o
risk bheimg accuwsed of prettifying them, But what RAP i doisg
& mot 10 pul forward some bluepnni for & “relsbiitative™
prison system - which would be a folly in both sense of the
word = Bt to segpest thal prsonens and stafl may be able to
iiscover new possib@ities ' the walde of “negative™ reforms,
In the case of the Barlinnie Special Unit, the demantling of
muih of the vandand apparstus of represicn enablad
prizoners and siaff 1o evole 8 way of living together quite
dliferently from the “medical model " of LBe onginal
“khigpreni™, Similady, RAPs memorandum on edecation
sagpials that prison ifachers might be able 10 respond mone
Imaginatively 1o their students’ real needs i freed fram the
stifling constraints tmposed by their subordination to prison
management

The movement towaads abalitian has & Qualitative as well axg
guanBtative aspect. Prisors an we Know them are not simply
haildimgs within which a certain number of people are
deprived of their liberty: they embady fairfly specific forms of
conlrod or “lechnologies of power™ — emphesising segregation,
surveillance, clssiflication, uniformity, rigid routines — which
are a legacy of the first half of the nineteenth century. (Even
tise preceutions against suickls in prisan are an applicition of
these technigoes, ratlver than am attempl to make priscnen’
liigs seem worth bving. ) The abolitionlst project = which may
be conceved either as “abolishing prisoni as we know them™,
of #d & conlinwous and perhaps unending stnaggle in the
direchivn of abolisking forms of conlinemenl — nvolves not
oaly ededng the number of people in prisos, ot the
progressive abolition of the vasious forms of restrlction wsithin
prignn — censnrehip, solitary confinement, the dally tmetsble
elc. The final step in the process would of course be to ghalidh
the reslriciion on the prisoners’ leaving,

Tha larther this process of “abalition-from-wythin"™ proceeds,
the farther remavwed the prison becomss from its | 9t cenlay
model, and the liis destructive it becomes of the prsonen’
subenomy and persomality. It would indeed be pasathie 1o
condcene @ “prigsen” ~ perhaps on some large, remote islind —
whone cccupaivls enjoy greater liberly, In the "pﬂﬂlln"'ﬂﬂ:
ol control over heir own bives, than most “free citizens” do
today. Nod, of coarse, that that would be BAFS fdea of

Utopia,



‘Not a happy

Tony Ward

’
ace

They ahway s wded Fo a5k md

Wit you gonnd da

They always iried lo rell me

Thelr awn poinir of vicw

Yo 've gatta learn o fit in

Yo 'we godte ko your plooi

learw 1o reke (F on Fhe chin

oF Fou T pasirsh wirfhour fraoe

But [ ain’y gonna Lada i1

I'dant ser why [ moid

I diom't want Hhai eonforer shir

Car then they T have mé muaned

I'm gonms break free an leave them oll behind
I'm gonma break free, dont care §f they mind
phey con cafch many bul they ain't cafohing me
They T orv an hokd me down bul [ gonmd be free

The sathor of (het poem was Jim Heather-Hayes, an 18 year
ald inmate of Askford Remand Centre. He was & punk rock
fan amd an Anarchii: had Bad @ job bul been mads redundanst;
and wis @ well-known and popular figure among the young
peapbe of the Twickenbam ares. He dsplayed 4 great rest for
{ife, but at the same time, in Bis mother’s words: *“He was very
dislunioned with life generally, from what ke saw arolnd.™ 1t
was only when he wrote poetry, ope of his friends sald, that
your knew what be was really thinking

Mio-one knows exactly what he was thinking when { posaibly
under the influsnce of LSD) he threw two petrol bombs oves
the counter of Teddington Police Station. He commenied on
his wetion in 8 poem

Yirid bod ot theri

Port make ihe sgme miingke

Thai revolurion glory

1w all o dloady fake

Enow fhe rvafem bfore viow fight
Cinsx ol whad 0y Ik é

T then fand bide vowr fime

Wl hefarne vou Srike

Wosone was hart, bet Jim was changed with thnée olfences
gnder the Criminal Damage Act, including amsen with inten
vis endanger Iile, which camies a F'(l"l'-'-ihl-l ke senbence.

Hi spent three months an remand st Ashford, and on July
fith 19A2 he appesred at the ) Balley, pleaded guilty 1o all
charpes, pod was femanded agin to Ashifard for psychistri
reports. The foBawing day, be hanged himsell

The inguest was hald &t Chertsey , before the Depaty Cormner,
Michael Burgess, and a jury, lim's family waa repressated by
Gareth Peirce, who gave her services lree of charge as there 18
e legal avd ot inquests. She Basd maenaged (o oblain |y
PROP) copes of same of the Prson Department’s secrel
Suanding Urden.

DOCTOR'S ORDERS

Mrs Peiree (lrst refermed to the Sianding Crders in 7o
examining Ashford s Sentor Medical Dificer, Iy Googh, One
saction directd the attention of the Governor, Medscal Offices

gl other stalf to & series of *“poin s pelating to swicide™. Point
i{b) & that “s history of aggressive behsviour, alcoholism, drag
sbuse or recent withdmwal from drags and complainis af
anniety and despondency are all features of importamnce.”

ir Gaach agreed wilth Mri Petree and Jim's case provided 1 ha
moad ax plicit exgmple of pgrressive behaviour thal can be
found,™ but did not consider thil significant ia relation 1o
wnbcide, He had prépared a repart for the magsiraies cowrt
indicating that Jim had a history of drinking and taking drugs
i L&D and amphetamines], The jury had before them &
slection of Jim's prison wrilings which inchide many
poweriul expressbons of “anyiety and despondency™, and his
aifences could be considensd Lo indicate an “impulsive”
pemperament, But despite all these “features of linportance™
the doctor saw o reason to regand him as @ sulcide risk,

Mirs Petree turned fo Sianding Order 61 in the medical swetion
#The location of & prisoner charged with s homicidal offence
will be gpecially srranged by the Medical Dfficer who will
aidvise the Governor as to what steps shall be taken lor
observatbon of other purposes,” The Medical Officer had nol
arranged o location or advised the Governor, gnd indesd was
“not gware” of this Ocder “off the top of (M) heas™, He did
mot congder thal an affence mvoking “'inient 10 endanger
life™ was “homicidal”

Mits Peirce tumed 1o the Stamding Order which detabs the
precantions to be kes with “prisoness exhibiing marked
depression or emotlon, with of withoul suicidal teadencies”™
They had not besn taken in this case. Dy Gooch interpreted
“marked depresion of emoton’™ to meas “clinical depression
of depressve Hlness"™, ("I _ll.llllrt' falking aboul unhappincss,
prison o nod 4 happy place™. )

Mrs Pelree put it 10 Uhe Doctor that he bad disregardesd fis
dutics, “That iz a matter af your epinlon™, he replisd

DOUBTFUL CASES

The Govertior, My Gadd, was called and testifed that on the
day of Jimn's death, he had put him on puntshment for 10 days
o posesang two “unguthomed articles™. The cell where he
hanged bimsell was one whem he had been placed tempotarily
u% ul The cells in the punishment block were occupied, The
unsurborised srmicles “conwisted of a tim broken in hall and
poemye nstrdement — & sorn of Mal (made) Mmom o sheet and &
roll of pewspapes”. The “Mad™ was la ber prodeced and
provoked some lsughter in the court, sa Niny was (5. Mes
Pefrce auggested 1hat it was Iniended Tor “keep ft™ purposes

Referring to The brokes tin, Mr Peirce ssked! *'lz there any
interprelation — & person having a aharp algect™™

*T eul hii wran™, replied Mr Gadd

Was the vharp ohsect in Jim's possession “any cawse for
anxie iy

11 1 lad any, it was on behalf of my stafl who might be
wlabject Lo an assaull.™
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'ﬁ | go iztn u 2ell with one of the fficers and | ay “Goed saming.
sz von wiight™™ and | weit for oo snower. Mo )y nothing,
Hesthe-Hayas sbd nothing. | left the cell. 1 | aov ibgns 4 mentl
il o sllenice ar abslive) Behaviour, | plsce om the cands
“ooaparasily usdic for sdipdscation”™ Im Hesiher-Hayes aie | w
s sk, b0 | passed Riss i for adfedeathon.

His “examination”™ of Nim tonk “one misste™

THE VERDICT

In his simsmsing-wp, the coconer directed the jury that they
shisuld consider thres verdicts: suicide, Lack of Care, and an
apen verdicl. Lack of Caze, be explained

riders b cxies where the decessed dies i o renuilt of the filare of
smeens el who, with pares il of dsilar mespo paihilitied, fuils bo
Euercis them 11 i not & werdict which necessarily ssplies ciell oa
eriminad labiliy If you helieve e duty of mre waa sl Ticientiy
facicing 1o b o real and very decisve casse In this yoang =i
death, then the jroger Verdiot for ypou 8o return b “Lack of Care™.
You swesl Bear b mind that ose of the prisan docber @il that
prisan i ol s happy place

The jury’s virdict was Lack of Care,

This appears 1o be the (il iime thet sach a verdice has been
returned on & death m custady, [t was the High Couri action
by the famby of Richard “Canoon’ Campbeil which
extabilished that Lack of Care 5 & proper vendict in such
cases, and there 4 3 certaln poetic justice in the Tact that
both ihe Campkedl and Heather-buyes case valved Ashfond
Hemand Centne

On 16 Docember, Michael Meschee MF aked the Home
Secretary what sction would be iaken in the light of the
imquest verdict, Pairick Mayhew (Minister of State af the
Home Office) teplied that ke cauld sl commant “until we
v Jooked at ol ihe droumstamons.”

The inguest resulted in 8 wnique verdicd bul ii cansol

be called & uniguely bad case, It i only since INQUEST (the
research and pressare group concerived with deaths in castody
and coromers” cousts) has employed & press cultings agency

i monitos all repons of custody deatls that we have realissd
how msny disturbing cases pass virtually unnoticed by ihe
nadional medin !

[MSASTROUS SENTENCE

For example, the case of Christine Sootl. Christine was
sentenced o six moni’ imprisamment for bresking a
window. She kad previousty been remanded in custady Dol
medical reparti, ani ong of Holloway's prisen doctom hed
recommended that the thouwld ke given hospital treatment
Whien she came back to Hollowsy under sentence, the doctor
was so disharbed that he rang Norwich Magwirates’ Coard {0
ask the remon. He was tald that “the magisirates feli that the
pbilic shoald be protected™

As The doctor said at the ingusst, she “reacted disastrously to
this sentence” . According 1o s prison officer, she wal heard
shouting, sereaming, and kicking and banging the walls of ber
eeli

Ghe was “lompd unconschous™ and taken to hodpltal, Thre
wis “1eod § single part of her body withoat a bruise”, She died
rwe diys later, on July 121k, |98 The mnguest vendict was
death by missdventure,

Chefstine was known ta be very disturbed, and had made an
appatent subcide attempt while on remand. If wo accept that
there was “no evidence of assaull™, this leaves the guestion of

L Winh the exception of The Srws Lise, which sew carries 5 wewkly
ooluma by INDUEST

why & woman i sach soute snd obvicus distrews was lefl alone
for long enowagh o inflict such extensive inpuries an herself.
Bt the preatest scandal of all, and sgain by RO means &
unbgue one, & the senlence.

The four desths in Casterbury Prison last yeer are the subject
af & lortheoming Booklet, Murder Near the Cothedral’, to
be published by INQUEST in March,

In one case, that of Mark Cooper, lack of can wonld seom 1o
huve heen & verdicl thal the earanes’s jury ought sericasly o
Buve considered, but the coroner directed them {hat there wai
no other proper verdlot than death by natural camses.

Wark was seventeen ahd an acute asthma sufferer, In
remanding Bim in custody on ¥ chargs of faking 3 motoseycle,
the Chatham Magistraies made the extraordinary remark that
he woiidd ke better cared fof bn prison than be was af home

in fact he was very well cared for ai bome, in @ spexial dust-
free enviromment. |n priscn no special precautions were taken,
and Mark regulirly had o chmb three fights of stairs 1o his
coll on the top landing.

Om the moming of Fth September, Mitk wanted to go fo ihe
toilet. His cellmate, rang the bell for him,_ bat nobody came.
The reason was thar all the staff on the wing kad gene 1o
breakfust 4l the same Hime.

S0 Mark had 1o e (e cell chamber-pot. While he was dcing
s e Bud @ very severs asthma attack. His cellmate rasg
the bell and hammered on the doos.

What happened neat is disputed. The cellmate il ot the
inquest that it secmed like about ten mimstes belors arybody
cama. A groaip of prisonest who smuggled out a lotier to the
Ein aaid it 1ok 10-1% minutes. The prinon officer who did
o to Mark’s sid was one who did nob normally waork in that
wing. but whea happened 1o he within parshot, e tesiified
ihat be came withis o minute and o half of hearisg the bell
He called other prison officers, and & part-dime prison
medical officer was sumgoned. Whils Mark wes being laken
aut of his cell, kis inhaber fell over the edge of the landing.
He died within g few misuies,

Alkough the coroner wauald Bot countensncs any werdiet
other thas nagaral causes, be did agree 10 a proposal by the
jury thsi Be should recommend 1o the proon that the stafl
of & wing sbauld not leave if dessrted while they eat
bereakfait,

Two other cases are more sinister, and it i impoaxible 1o
dismibas the possibility that the priloners concemed may have
bess murdersd, or ot lesst driven Lo suicide,

Dioughts Karm was & tall, shy, J0-yesr-obd who all his life had
bein i larget for bullies, His disturbed behavious appeared fo
stem from & “accident™ which accurred while he was an a
YOF scheme, £ § where {sccording 10 one of has sapervisors|
i was buollied both by feflow trainess and by some of the
saaff, Om thres occaskose he weni oul i night and smashed
windows at bacal schools, and then gave himsell op (o the
police, Once be sttacked & woman in 3 park, Again he
prampily confessed, and he spent four maanthi in & metal
hospital &= a resull,

In March 1957 he was charged with gnodher, les seruum
attack on 4 woman, which be admified, though not this time
immediately afterwards. e was al first aflowed out on bail,
but in Jily the Police, wie were worriod by o local “maral
panic” ahowi “dangerously il prisosen being released,
appaied Bail. e had been offered & place ot a prestighons
payluatric climle, but the Crown Coort judge remanded bim
in custody for piychistrie reports. (The Coart pr

Wk I!.'IFEHEL}' confussd, b

After Doaglas's death, another prisoner told his mother that
it was believed smong the prisonens Ukt he wat (nslde for



mugging cld fadiss, and the priscners “had i in for him®.
His celimates admitted at the inguest that he was “taxed™ -
e was foreed lo give up his radio, tobsces and other
comfonts. The coroner did not regard this i sedows - {
wid the ot of thing thet might happen at any school, he
awid,

According o his two cellmates’ evidence st the inguest, on
ihe might of his hanging. Doug wrote & note on 4 page from an
exerciie book, snd asked one of them to pud it uader kis
pillow, which he did. At wbout 10,30 they

wenl to tleep. When they woke wp end found Doaglas
banging, they did not attempt 1o cut him down. One of them
im0t the ome to whom it was gven) fead the note. 18 sadd that
Doug was killing kimsell (o escaps from the Devil, and asked
them to take pity on his soul. They got dressed, gnd thes
summoned halp.

After all thess delays, il (s remarkable thet Douglas was cut
down im time to be rexvived = although too late 10 esve him
from the severs brain from which he lates dsed. Even
mofe remarkabls is the fact that, sccording to their log, the
prisen officen wenl Lo the rescoe ot 10.32pm — just two
mimudes after the surviving prisoners had gome 1o dbeep, This
Elaring Mconsistency wii not explained ar the inguess.

Mick Ryan was abvo pérmecaied beciws af his alleged affence.
Me was awaiting trisl for repe. He vebemenily maintained that
hie was inpocent, and although the detalls of the case ane
krrelevant in this context, these are some strong ressons For
balizving him. In the immediste aftermath of the Ipswich rape
cose, the magistrates felt unabbe to give him bail, and the case
recelved lurd trddment in the popolsr pres.

Shortly before kis death, Mick Ryan applied in writing “to be
put on security bocaise | have had threats of vialenee lowards
me by arher prisooers beceuse of the ratuse of my offende.”
Hie was pui o rale 43, and sbortly afterwards was found
hanged, He left a note 3o bizarre that it by worth quoting in
full, {1 have corrected the spelling):

Dai Dhadd,

Just a few lines 2o bl you know | am all rght 1 hogs you
nre. Wall dad P ke b bern for five days now and T don't ke
Ik wll s s Boring, D't worry wbowi me as [ can boeok afver
myaell even though ¥ou think 1 @n't. Will you give Steve o radie
{amuk eme) 1o bring up and same money for & couple of parsle
books please. Well dad | mis yow o bot and T soery for what |
am putiieg you theough but when | get out [ will changs (I mean
that) | really am sarry for everything | have done dad that is why
I am going to ksl mysell tonight plesse forgive me dad | really do
lerwe you mach mave than | ever ksew. | did st sape that il
a8 Yo moid probably know,

What caused this sbrupe chasge from o concern with
whilling sway the time and his intentions what he got out, o
& determination to die, remaing & compleis mystery, The
Imquest verdicl was suscide.

The fotirth case, that of Shiun Ennght, also remains
imysterious. He apparenily hanged himself while drunk. How
he came by the alcobol has not been explained.

PETER RALFH

Mot far from Capierbury is Standford Hill Dpes Prson on
the lsle of Sheppey. The Kentish Gazerrs [17/12/82) reporis
af wnasicl desth sf the prisom — unesesl inthat a
Prison Departesent employee spoke out at the inguess sgains)
the prison menagement.

Peler Ralph, aged 39, was working on the prison farm when
b was crshed befween the arm of the mechanical digger ba
Hz';;ﬂﬂmllﬂmhﬂd‘fﬂthﬂm . He died slmost
inzt ki

The accident happened because the digger's igmtion switch
had been replaced by cns from enother tractor, preventing

the machine’s emergensy stop from working,

Mz Simon Hendbeman, who works at the prison {in what
capacity s nod clear) and alsa scts o Health and Safety
Odficer for the GMWU, tald the corener’s court:

It haedl Bewn haed so gec any bealth and ufery praciion bere, |7 we
Ead found someiking wishg and wenl 1o the manegemens we had
0 find the sedevant act and paragraph H tame undsr befans

ey thing was dofe, Someizmes thin iook =p 12 & yess,

He sdded rhat safety procedures had Been dmproved sines the
prisomer’s death. The jury returned an apen verdict.

TREVOR HARRISON

When prison docton ane criticised in rhis magszise it is usually
for prescribing excesive quantities of dnags: but there are alio
caied where priscnem who need perticulsr drugs sre not given
them. The lest jspae of Privan BriefTog dealth with the case of
Brian Ramsden, who was dependent on spti-deprossant drigs,
but despite repeated pleas by hlsmeell, & friend and his
probition officer, was given no medication. After ten days of
his 18-month seatence o1 Durban, he hanged himself

Trevor Harrison, who wes 35, disd at the end of Juse, s few
diys after being remanded in custody o Winchester prison. i
GP had bern treating him with large quantities of eranguillisers,
sedatives amd enti-depressents, “He ussd to get very, very
anioun,” the GP told the inguest, “snd he fusi couldn't cope
with life without the tablets™ ( Wesrern Gaserte, 17107820,

The privon doctor, Willism Mackin, "knew he was taking
tablex and thowght he showed signs of drug overdose. The
drigs were stopped altoprther following prisen palicy and
Mr Harrinon was watched carefully."™

Five days sfter he wes admitied, Harrison begen hallscinating
and had a fit. He wes plsced is & prone position (s that he
would sot [nhale Hguid into his lungs) and checked ar 10-
mimiabe infervals. The third check fosnd him lying on kis
back. He wan nod The prisaa afficer who found
i sk he tred fo revive him, Sut faifed. The cause of deail
wil acule congestion of the lungs, which Dr Mackie mid ws
contiFlent with hiv having choked when he rolled onto kiy
back. There were scratehes and bruises on his body which
could, sédording to Dr Mackie, Bave been camsed when he
Tailed about during his fit.

The inguest resubted in & majorty verdiot of mésadventure,
with one juror dissenting. The local branch of the Howard
League took an interest in the case, and | anderstand ihat
the branchk i + AN ex-prison Govemnor, wrote &
"REIT Better™ to the Governor of HMP Winchesier.

Prison 5 not a happy ploe. The rebtonship between nicide
and a senae of isolation from seckty is well known, and may
halp Lo explain why the suicide rato in prisan is nine limes
Eigher than in the outdde world, and why, ss Coggin and
Walker have poinied oat (Frighiesed for my Life, Fontema,

1 982) it is higher still amang prisoners held m solitary, The
scapegosting 88d bullying of iome prisones by others_ an
intelligibie reaction io thesr social position But not one that
can be condonesd, does not help Lo maks life bearsbds, Mor do
the Prison Depariment’s standing orders — although they do
foid making & posibly suichdal prisooer even mome mserybie
by additional punishment and isolation. They are simply
ibesignesd bo make it harder for prscners to kil themselves,
Vindation ol those arders has been held by & cofoner's jury

o constitite “Lack of Care™, Bul all the deaths discusued

im this artichs - and many “araightforwerd ssicides™ that
have pot bren discumed — are iymptomstic of & lick of care
that peevades the whaole prison sysiem.

INQUEST is at 22 Underwood Road,
London E1 SAW. Tel, 01-247 4759,



DOCTORS
IN DISMAY

World Meaicine (1 formightly jourmna
published by IPC and distributed to
general practitionsrs and selected
haspital doctors througheut the LK
Though also available on sabscription,
it is obwious that the papar [, in
aftct, financed whally by sdwrtsing
Drug aBvertisemanty maks up rather
miers tham half the total comtent.

i Octaber last year World Madicing
carried @ two page article Dosss with
their Porradigs in which RAP's anaiy ikl
of Home Difice Tigures of prison
domsge rates was reproduesd, topether
with quotstions from PRIOPS recent
book Frightened for my Life
[Fantanal. Tha article prompled &
pewertul editerial in the same jsue, 1L
in reproduted here, exactly as it
appesrad,

The rmblings of disconent within
the medical professsonat the activities
of thi prison medical service have Been
hrought a little nearer the surface,
thouigh we still await the realissticn by
the BMA, that its koyalty should be 1o
thie good name of medicine, not toa
sactian ol the profesion that is clearly
bringing thal narms invio disrapute,
Private expresshons of “dismay, deep
dlwmay' canmol obobed “wnior and
respecied membars of the medical
establishmant” of complcity in what
i happening In the prison medical
pervice, Only robust and sdentifiable
outipokennes can do that,

Alrhough the prisont ue,
propertionately, vast guantites of
druigs, thelr consumption remainsa
drog kn the goman compered 1o ussge
within thi comarunity ag s whale, n
promating this huge use of drugs, the
dirug coqpaniog hive anough on their
plate without the bed publicity which
pmanates, manth by moamb, from
Home Office institutioni.

Far o paper like Mon'd Wedicine to
carty such an editorial ls the clasrest
indication 1o far of the Home Offica’s
growing lsolation (n i defence of 8
system which is incressingly
racognised ks serving nobody's
Imterests but its own and thoss an i
payToul,

Geofi Coggan

——

Editorial

Perverted medicine

“No editorial that Worid Medicime publishes on the prison medical
service could be hard-hitting enough for anvone who knows how
bad things really are.” With those words, 4 senior and reapected
member of the medical establishment has urged us 1o bare the
disturbing and repugnant scandal of what some doctors—not
independent practitioners, but doctors in the pay of the Suatc—are
doing in the prisons. Worse still is the professional humbug which
cffectively condones their dubious medical ethics as they cynically
dose prisoner-patients to the eveballs, sheltering their culpability in
the tacky embrace of Home Office secrecy.

The facts are not in dispute. Our article on page 28 uses official
figures and official statements 1o show that the practice of medicine
in prisons is being perverted for purposes of political expediency
with Home Office connivance. 1t has not needed emotive whipping
up of indignation with allegations of torture o other maltreatment:
we have simply documented one of the less shocking aspects of
prison medicine. And that in itself 1s deplorable enough, for it i
malireatment that is roureme

The medical profession’s elected and appointed representatives
do not feel that they can break rarks by any public expression of
concern about the methods of some of their colleagues. But,
privately, they do admit dismay, decp dismay. They acknowledge
thar, while there are dedicated prison doctors, the system s one
which enables bad doctors, incompetent and maybe worse, 10
practise without the controls or scrutiny to which ardinary GPs are
properly subject. This is almost Gulag territory: there are men and
women in our prisans who are receiving what amounts 1o pumitive
medicine, something most people identify with Siberia. As the
EMA well knows from first-hand evidence, potentially dangerous
psychotropic drugs are ofien prescribed , sometimes on 3 Monstrous
scale, without even prisoner-patients being examined.

The BMA’s ethical guidance 1o doctors s that prisoners have the
same rights to medical anention as any other members of seciety,
subject only to the restriction that they can seldom, if H':nchq_ﬁ
their doctor. But that is disingenuous—sheer hypocrisy.
prisoner without choice of doctor is bound 10 lose his other medical
rights too: the right to refuse treatment, the right, or at least the
opportunity, 1o regulate his own intake, which is always important
und, with major tranquillisers, vital.

The BMA is utterly out of touch with reality here. In its higher
echelons, that is recognised. But what can it do in the 1eeth of
mendacious Home Office assurances that all is ethically in order?
What, in any case, can doctors do for prisoners brought low by the
hellish conditions of their confinement other than drug them?
There are no opportunitics for counselling when warders, with no
code of confidentiality, are always present, let alonf any facilities
for behavioural or occupational therapy.

This cannot be dismissed as just another plea for criminals which
forgets their victims. Anyway, the good name of the miedical
profession is on the line. Doctors should have no more truck with
viciousness and ethical corruption, They should press for urgent
reform of the prison medical service, with far more NHS5
{nvolvement, if this ugly scandal is not 1o blow up in their faces.®

WORLDMEDICINE OCTOBER 30 &2
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Penal Reform in Crisis

Andy Eclam

Liké sany offief progrédive movements i Bniun at the
presesi Lme, the penal refarm lobhby & in deep ol It Bas
Falled 1o make any significant progress Tor years. Maey of
thiose [hait nod 2l working in the lobhby sre painfully sware
ol the fadbure but they have niot drawn bewsoes from the
expenience, The penal reform lobby s confased in mind and
thersiore Mesitaml in scthon, By contrast he Righ Wing is
ndathei confused nor hesdiant, The law and order brigade hes
docked up some dgnilcant viclories in regen] vears
Expenditure on the police has reached record levels 1he
governmant ls pledged ta balld mom and mone prosons (1o by
the way i the Shadow Home Secretary b legislation i brirging
maone and more meacs iRie the couns {from the Pobee and
Criminal Evidence Bill to the Tebbit Employment plans).

THE PENAL REFORM LOBEY: CONFUSED AND
WEAK

The penal reform lohly will mot be celevant I the | 980
undess the radicals dislinguish thenselves from those who ane
somehow mvolved snd sither freal Lasa hotby of {0 cnhance
their narrow canedrs. or who smply cannot dleep al nights

The jerm “pansl reform™ iself points to Uve Hmitaibons: 11 hie
b dustimetly 1998 cemiury [eel aboul G 10 i sleoaid bering mice Lo
bad people. While this ethos no doubt has ity origins in
chrittan docitiae, ke many other doctrines snd social
matltwtions, the oniginal purpose Bas been cormupted. Clris
wid nol smply 2 man who was nice 10 bad people, he was a
révolutionary cutraged by social bnjustice. A farther podni
ohout the penal reform lohby ther needs 1o ke made o thal it
almsost doey not eximt. Fall come, thiese sie ks Uhah @ dorei
pctiviuts i Brilain — bess than half o dosen of them radicak,
The lokby han 4 few Bundred iupporteri and a motley crew
they are. They include crimmobogivts searching for some new
line of engury ; lawyers seeking to adwance their careers, /Py
wlia feel uncomforiable (as indecd they shouldl on 1the Banch
i i puimber of peiiuvane people who feel 4 scise of outrage
mmd do not know what to da. Strange = it might sem, many
of the peaple “supparting™ penal reform, do nol want majes
of evel minoy fefosrmd to (ake place, When the crunch ¢omes,
it ook 1he rndicals in the panal reform lobby who genuingly
will demand major reforms,

IN THE MEANTIME

& ihe meantmmne theie hive been major clakges in sociEly that
are directly relevant to the way we organiss pansl instiiubans
Mout recently , the shonting of & suspected cecapad remanil
prisaner, Stephen Woldosl, m West London, has led te s
dramaii change in publc attitudes towards sceountabiity of
the police, The riots of 1901 brought the proper conduct af
the polkcoe into sharp relief even amongst the comfonable
middie clases. Some parts of the pemal reform lobby heve
carried on 25 if these and many other developments since the
198k cenlury had ot taken place,

THE WAY FORWARD

In onder far the penal reform radicals 1o make any progres in
the 19808 they must join forces with Uie radicals working
elsewhere fghting for changes in the sccountabdity of the
police and criminal justice system” which genuinely serve the

cause of fustice, and with These Nghting fof econamic and
social fustice. It is guite imposible to form & fust panal syszem
on 1he basy of a8 injust society. Rather than leiting
criminologists spend [ifetimes iryving e track down the real
camses of crime some simple ohservations can be made. Most
erimes against progerty are committed by those with little o
iy property tEemselves. How many cimds ol peopany are
committed by members of the kighest socid] ¢lases? Whal
proportion by the lowest soclalfeconomic cless” Much i said
about crimes of violamee hut Uttle progres i made bn
disdovering the causes and means of prevention. Sufcly crimes
of vinlence sre caused by stresT In tum stress s cansed By
personal and ervisonmenial influceces, especially the
edaonam and social relations between people, Ruskin
recognised that people cam kill cxch other with siress, Do we
really need &0 MUCH MO Feweans 17 There comes a time when
pdditional research nol only [ail 16 enooirags iolom, it
actively obstrucw b, It & no wonder that an umjust and 2n
Requisitive soviety dllmulates widescale properly alfemncss and
wireas!

Progress can Bbe made if thve radizals in the penal refiarm lehby
recognise thst they have mare in comman with redicals
elaewhere than 1h the other actiivists s the same bustness
For imsdance, the Labour Party has prodeced one of the best
sets of pobicies on crime and the trestment of offenders in ity
Programme 1983, The trowuble is that it is 508l nod very good
It does not deal with the goestion of whether the next Laboun
Covernment chould hudd mare snd mare prisam, | The
oitginal sub-commalice agreed that the policy to be presnted
o Labowars Conference should be that Labour would only
budild replacement prisons on urbam sites, This was reversed by
the National Executive Cammittes at the izt minute. ) The lefi
im the Lahour Party have heen too preoccupied with other
FRARTERS 10 WOty aboul pasons and the radicals io the penal
reform labby simply have not knowen how fo change policy
Whatever the character of the nexl general electan, clearly
the Labour Party offers an oppafanily to prosenl some
Fadical podivies on pigon in the comtexl of generl political
issuars. As things stand, the redicols have missed 3 good
opportunity. Thene b« righily been more considered attention
te fke accountability of (ke police. But the dobate now needs
r b widened Lo comider sccoosrlabilily of magistrates,
juihges and the prisoas. The ides of commumity policing ks
meaningless unles i1 includes & bigh degres of sccountabiiine.
Likewhe any bdea thal prisons can become more part of the
commisnaty is equally saperficial unles sccouniabdity s
introdued ot the same 1ismé

The radicals within the penal reform lohby must reassemible
themaelves because the way coald he opem for them to
actually achieve majod chanpes. [f i quite wrong io belicve
that social changr on & large scale b imponible - Thaicher has
proved that social change | reacthiomary sodul change in her
case b can be acheeved in a dhiort space of lime. The radicals
could use their expenence and skills to see that prisens kfe nat
lelt oul when the fiijer Ifinsfofmation of sooeiy takes place
s imEvitahly it mas

Andy Evkem wes formerly dousians firecror of the Howard
Leagur for Penal Reform and B now Progpective Parligmeniary
Candidair for Bexle vheath Labour Parsy



Dutch Ceourage

S sErem g

: mncmhu 1982 hist of the Britich Journal of Criminalafy

a waluahie srtbcle by David Downes on the "~ Crigim
#nd Comegusmces of Dstch Penal Palicy™, Dewnes aiks why it
wai that the Dutch were ahle to deastically reduce their use of
imprisonraent between the early 19508 snd the bute 19708,
while British penal policy moved almost as dramatically in the
appoaite direction; and what the resmlts of this policy beave
It

e suggests that what made a relatively humane peral pelicy
possible was partly the Distch “cubiuse of tolerance™, which in
turn i u product of the central role of the Christlin churches
in Disteh society, and the (radition of “pragmatic tolemsce™
between different brandi of Christianity. The churches siso
provide an impomant band between people of different classes,
and Downes argues that this may explain both why the
Netherlands s comparatively free from recism snd why it he
never engaged to any great exient in ‘“the *war on arime’,
agaimst which slf can unite; i his notgeedsd to invohe sach
grounds for & salidarity which it already possesses by other
means.”

The “culiure of tolerance” , coupled with the emphasis in
Duich politics on negotlation aml compromise between alite
groups, has ed penal madicals to take, for better of worme, 8 lesa
marginal robe in policy-making thas they do bere: “even
sdvocates of exireme positions, such a1 shaliioniem, taki the
business of participation seriously, avaiding the polarisation

w0 evident i Britain,” They are also taken seriomly, end
“operate perhaps to shift the axis of debate to more radical
positions of compromise than would stherse ooour.™

These "positions of compromise™ afe fer removed from any
enncoption of “populsr fustice’

Fresdom of the profemnnsl judges sed prowcision fom ihe noed
13 work with luy coleegues of jusies wal guctsd o me sany Nme
i enpianation of the diriction sentencing pobicy had taksn snce tha
wez. |t vends to be aivumed at 4 matier of sourse thal iny
involvement of the pultlic it boosd L etsoduce & degrés af
unwarranied emotionstsm . . The Dutch ciminal pasice iystem
approuEmates b the Fubien bdead of small, highly izained elises.
rn!:!l on with ibwir iobi withow sndue petlic inlefatence |
p34N

TRAINING

As Downes points cut, however, thess (scton may sxpaun wiy
the legal elités were able 1o pussue the palicies they Favaured,
bt mot why thiey favoured the particular policies that they d5.
Here, hie tentatively comcludes, "the mannes of judicial

iraining and socialisation, and the chamcter and tinming of the
bried mcendancy of tekabiiistive policies, seam to be crucial,
iri ways which have yet 1o be analysed af all adequately.”

Obwiously i would not be passible, mor would most RAF

riers Lthink 5t desimable, to creste in Britain the particulas
political conditions that made progressive policies possbie in
the Netherlands; but Downes's analysis does tend 1o caaflom
that our ow repressive policies ane largely the product of the
importance of “law and order” in Brituh politics, combined
with the often reactionary and ignorant attitides of our
Jusdiciary

When i comes to the consequences of Dutch policies, Downes"s
srifcle holds few sarprises. He finds “Implassible’” sggestion
{swch as those veiced by our own Police Federation) il
reductions i isnprisonment Rave significantly iscressed the
crime mate, althasgh da peem to have reduced the clear-un
rate, parhaps becamst the police no longer conxider some

ei 10 be worth chearing up. Duich prisons seem on the
whole 1o he mare cvinsed than our (cellshiring is Banned,

APPEMDIX 1V, AVERAGE POPULATEON iN PRESON (195054 = VR
1M FNOLAND AND WALES —§ AND THE
WETHEALANDS [—=]

' From Hans Tulkens, Scome Devitopments in Penal Policy and

Pracrice i Hotand ', Barry Rose, 1978
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and offenders remain ot libery until  space 1= availalile ) mnd
1ess secretive, Mot everything in the prison garden is lowely,
however: prisan efflcers are armed, and discrefionary powens
are inereasingly used to transfer “difflcult™ longterm
prisomers to psychisteic clinics,

RAPE

e featire of the Dutch wystem which some people may find
disturhing @ the very benient treatment of ppe, In 1979, 335
af Tepe praseculions were waived. 0% of caved resulted in an
umsisspended prison sentence (average length 15 moaths) and
snotker 235 |n suspendsd of partly supended sentences. la
ralaiive Eerms this meass that Dutch rapists in 1979 wers on
sverage treated very slightly less severely than robberi, wheress
in Brstaln the reverie wad the case (although there

seems 16 be & trend towafds Tt wevere sentences for rapel.

The statistics make the sentencing devels proposed by Jill
Box-Grainger and the RAP 5e3 Offences Group seem
positively draconian by comparison® . It should be borne in
mind, hawever, thit these are short-term policies and are
fustified largely by the ideclogical significance of sestencing.
O the baski of Dewnes’s aceount of Dutch pokitics, it 18
reasonuble to conjecture that the “denunciatory™ function of
pumiskment |8 lass important thete than it is here, It could be
argusd, therefore, thet if the ideological power of semtencing
coubd be reduced to the point whers if waa po more impartant
than it i in Holland, the phase when the “skori-1arm™ palicy
advecaied in Semremcing Rapiii & sppropriate would have

passnd,



PRISON BRIEFING__

P » ﬂp the national prisoners’ movement I

FULL SUTTON s FRANKLAND

What are the new prisons really for?

The projeched new prison of Full Sutton, near Yok, on
which construction work could begin aof oy time hos
bawn wefully broeght inko the Pews by the Prison Relom
Trund in b pulnlivhed ceport "The Bgus Aumbes gn-n-"
[eveiloble from Privon Reform Trust, Muffield Lodge,
Regents Pork, London MWl 485]. 11 quotes from on in-=
tarnal Privon Deporiment poper o demonatrobe thol  even
wilthin the Deportmgnt, fheane one considerable miwgivino
on tha redlalility of the dako upon which eopital inwait=
miahl feedi gee Sisdieed,

It is cleor that the Home Office bos been busily ergoged
In e=pirs bullding by inflating, o even more obicena
lawaln tham already sxist, ih forecmb on the size of the
future privon population; Tha, at the 1972 Public In-
guiry by the Deportment of the Emvironmant inlo the pro-
posed new prison of Full Sumion, the Home Cffice’s wb-
missicn sitimoted o prirton poputotion of 30, 000 by 1975
and 62,000 by 1¥80. Such oloming forecosh must have
been a majar fechar, and parhaps the deciding one, in
the Daportment™s subwecuent corsent o Fhe propoal,

THE DISPERSAL SWSTEM

Full Sutton, like the olready completed prisen of
Fronklard, Co, Durkes . i clotsed s a Fn':p|r|.:||'
grizan for 447 male prionecs, the heo prisons ths pro=
widing nearly P00 top-iecurity ploces to odd fo the con-
wlitanlly underuied stock ot Porchunt, Albary, Gortres,
Leng Leriin, Hull, ‘Wakefield ond Wormeood Scrubs

i wingl. The Prison Reform Trat drows ottention to the
wngmaly of the Home Office building additionsl tep=
secutity privom which it clearly down"t reed “whan the
old, whon joils o orying sut For re=investment, *

Tha currant prissh poputation of oroued 43,000 (vhe Fig-
i fluchante weononally wdthin the rangs 41,000 s

45, 000) i, o8 mentioned sliswheds, already fhe highast
H] EUFW'E erd tha latead Hema OHTice Toracoih are for a
rise fo 30,000 by 1990, The bop secwity Cotegory A
privomar number aboul 00 end make wp abour 135 of
the papulation of the wwen digenal prisom where they
org seattered omargit predominantly B cotegory pelion=
ek, Tha prison ipitem ai 0 whole, though not the long
teem hop seewrity prisom, Tv grouly overcrowded,

Ewven ot gxiiting populotion levels there i1 o thorifall of
aviiloble ploces, however the figurer are juggied ar the
cobeporins moved aound. Thot iy why we feel that on
atteck on the exidting levels must be mointolned becous
it in thaws levels, ifl occepled, which volidate the Homs
Cffica’s argumant for new prison building, Thers 11 an
obwioauns dongar In aiming the condemmotion foo tingle=
mindedly at Home Office forecosts for avan higher
levals which, when they ore rol realied, make fhe

octual figures weem more ressonobie.

The Home Office connat be dralghtforsard in onything
that T+ does and PREOP"s wnderitording of the moroswser-
ing taking place within fhe Priion Deporiment i that the
new hop seeurl by prisons are mot really intended o odd
ta the disperial awailability ar all, The mew prisom

will providg Fhg D-w.:lrlrnan wel . Bt w-rlﬂl'd.-. ‘Fil‘“‘lr

to scrap the disersal system of tagether and fe iwlfch o
the Mountbatten plan for o singla "fortrem™ prissn wikh
g pecohd n reierve |11 ceuld mearwhile be puf Fa plier—
nalive use),

Tha second option would be to bring sach new priwn in
turm into the dispersol syvtem., The teo privom, togelhar
with Lamg Lortin ond Wokefleld, could between Fhem
mast the reguirements ol e present dispenal ates
without Parkhunit, Albeny, Gertres, Mull or ' Wonmwood
Lerubi., An oligrnative parmutaiss whiieh hon been dis-
cutted within the Home OFfice would refain Fhe lilond
prisems in the digperal syitem ohd moks ‘Wokefisld dli=
poabls.

Whatwear option i odopted, four or Five (or Tn the fini
cons, weven| lorngs |[oils will be relumed io ather ime.
Some of the dipciition hove olrsady been mode -
Gartvee to become o lifen' centre and Hull and Wess-
wood Scrubs D wing to reverd to leool/ training prison
wsa, This Iy why the Home Cffice could orgue, and in
due course undoubhedly will, thot the new prisons while
oppearing to be unmecassary for top—security use, will
enoble o mejor recrgonisaltion o laoke ploce down the
lime,

HOW THE HOME OFFICE SHOURLD BE CHALLEMNGED

In order to pre-empl a debote whick & clwarly being et
up for the furure - kance the lang propogondo exercise
which hos wied the media fo highlight overcrowding ond
wquoler = the prilon feform movesent o @ whole should
b arresiing, wiing rhe Europesn comparisom detalled
wligwheie in this inue, tha! we olreody heve far too
many prisons.

A ieniible minlmum policy would toke in fhe following:

. Legislation bo cuwrb the sanfencing zeal of judges
ard mogistrates and to bring the awerope length of
sentences down §o the level which other Ewopean
countrien find odegquate (wrely o very, wery moder=
ote propomall.

2. Al existing prison wnhences to be subject to kalf
remiision, oi hoi axisted in northern reland fee
many peati. To hova half reminion in ene port of
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tha UK and only a third elsewhers i bakh on obiur=
diry and & corstant provocation,

3. Such ofher meosres i ofe Pecemary 1o produce on
immadiate reduction of the prison population 1o
30,000 [+411 huge by Evropeon sandard].

4, Phaiing out of oll prisons sltusted oway from coms
menities, i@, all the new oras ples Porkhent,
Dartmoor afc,  (The Prisen Reform Trust criticie
Full Sutton wery atrangly on this cosnt, |

5. Concenbration of rescurces on bocally siteshed pri-

sons, rebuilding o replocementy and not o1 odd] -
Tion,

6. The inkroduction of poikve 'Barlinnie” type regimes.

PROP weuld mot be wbisfied with wuch mecsures. They
ore put Torward here m recommandations for the timid=
minded wha ore neverthalon net 5o Hmid thot they dare
not slightly ciows the gap which axish batwesn rhis
couniry's reprenive wntencing and that of fhe ret of
Euvrope mnd much of ihe reat of the world. A tiry ibep
for humonity ond common sense; @ buge itep, we ore
sarry o say, for most of aur prison “neformens”,

ISOLATION ON THE ISLAND

'SOLITARY CONFINEMENT FOR SPEAKING

by DOUG WAKEFIELD

Tha abawve heoding may read like samathing itraight sut of o Sibarion Privon Comp or o wonime concentration camp but if is
soemathing that hoppened In an Englith prion in 1983, and to me, A prisoner frisnd of ming on the londing above mine
hondi me sach day the Guordion rewspopsr, After reoding 11 | pau It on os the by here like o reod this poper.

Tesdoy rey friend colled down o otk if | could poss him book yesterday’s luwe. | this hod te iy ond troce it.  On going ko
iha door of the prisoner | hod given it 1o | wos told that he hod possed it on ko Peter Sutcliffe, s | hod this brief falk,
nons of the waff present sald anyihing fo me. Yel whan | oaked Sutcliffe for the poper | wen locked up i solifary.

Al | did was 1o ge 18 Suteiiffa’s door ond spoke to him through o weall flop that cpens cutwards n fhe door, The fellewing
converiation ook ploce: Ma "Excuse me but do you 1ill hove ihe Guerdlan? " Sutellifs Mo, |'m oy but | ploced i
outiides Phe doot whan | wos lost opensd up for slop=out.® e “Oh.... OF, I dossn't motter. Thanks anyweay.”

1 wen then locked up, When fime for exercie come arcund and | ween't unlocked, | mked why ond (F | wau being refused
asnreise bacsuss | bad spoken to Sutcliffe. The only word in reply was "Yes. " ‘Whan D Stewart come round on his daily
caliy shortly ofierwords | anked why | woi refused sxerclee ond wos being held in solilery confinemant conditions, He
raplied Fat the Hompliol Wing is whijsct to & honh regime and thot | was espected bo respect it | sald that | only mbed
SuiclIfle For the newspaper and that | hanesfly wos nob owores thot people were not allowed o wpeak o Sulcliffe, aven jut
for o mevapopar, He just shrugged his shouldars and soid “Well, Fere you are™, and Imft,

Mow | om being hald in wlitory without sven belng allowed o foke ey ore heur's exercie which b womefhing | find porti-
cularly unnecassory and hurtful, | om being kegt in my call 24 houn o doy without krowing jut whan this sl and.
Plaose iry ond help me, This is Englond in 1983, Surely, whot they om doing connct be right,

ISOLATED PRISOMERS

Doug Wokefield i1 of cour the prilaner whoas oy

A theniond days of 1olltary” woa published by PROP Tn
1980 = an suktordingly eloquent account of the
wffact of solltory confinement. By May of that pear
Doy Wakefield had spant, in foct, 1, 200 days imacli=
pary. ‘Wall before the end of 1982 the figure hod paued
2,000,

Since his recent tramfer o Porkhuryt, there has been
some relosstion in Doug's condition = though the word
“relaxation™ is not reelly aperapriche to the inhumaniby
af 6 place |ike Parkbunl, Meverthalsi be was gatting
a limited amount of cascclotion with other prisonens, Ta
be put back, aven tempororily, to squors oms for such o
meaningles resion o Doug describes |y precisly the
wart of inatihtionl bahaviour fut dilves pecple ovar
the top, How mony prisonen, wgregoted becouws of
vinlent behowiour, hove hod thelr orges ond violence
precipitoted by just sch ocHons?

Doug Wokefield's message raises many sgen! questions,
Firstly, for how much longer are the ouihorities going ta
ploy this cot and mouss game with Doug ‘Wokefleid, ond
whote will be the reponbility IF he crocks under the

Doug Waokefield, Porkhunt 1783

wrmin? Secondly, and the gueition li esphoised by
the hastage incident which coused heodiing news in
Jorwgey thiy yoar, whan will i1 ba mtq!'“ shat the
Ivle af Wight i mot o sulioble locotion for omy pelian,
and leest of all for the two long tesm joils which cre
iited thara?

Mary of the nesaspopers dealing with the howtage affair
dwell & length on Parkburst’s age. Vet Parkbunt's
Wiciorion vinioge (ochally in port pre<Yickorion) i3 ut=
torly Irelevant: Albany, next door, 1s bess than 30
years obd bul ik record for hoilage faking, unredl and
general misery s gven worse,

ISOLATED PRISOMS

Thare should be mo mystery os o why the bilord"s prisemm
ara 10 trouble-prone. The geogrophicol position of the
prison ard fhe exiro fesling of lwlotion which that odds
to tha fsobotion inkerent in oll long berm lmprisonment i
couss encugh. The joumey Tor visliing wives and Fami-
fles, porticularly if small children are invelved, §s on
inhumon imposition on people who are nat, Hheeielve,
guiltty of amything.



Farkburst, iike the othes Ticlabed Victorlan privon,
Darimear, is guite wtypical of Victarion peral pelicy =
bath prisons hoving their ariging in the Mepoleonic wam
oi prisoner—of=wor seitiements, A much more accurcle
pictune of Wictordon prisen building s provided by fhe
big city jails which, after Fantonville, were conrnached
wp ond down The country.  The foct that it s fhese pri-
sons = Shongewoys, W rih, Wo d Secrubs,
Asmley, Walton and e reit - which are o notorios
for thalr squalor has wery lifle 1o do with thelr Victorian
ancastry ond o great deal bo do with cur precent over=
uis af them, immalving the occeptonce of sonlfary con=
difiem which would heva shocked their builders. Al
Igast the big ety prisons ore occessible far Fomilles = o
wosald ba o ke Home Office didn’t puriue the pervehia
policy of allecoiing prisoners o (aili remcte From air
fomilies imteed of to thow nearer al hoed

At the mamant thers s comiderable compaigning on ba -
hail of the welfore of prisenen obrood.  Mony gowern-
menis ore moving owardh agresmant on fhe mutucl fena -
far of pricnon o the Family surourdings of their cen
countiiss, The British governmant l significantly drag=
ging its feel in these motters, |F com scarcaly do ctbar=
wise witheut flmt setting ity gwn houis In order by pei=
mitting Irish prisonen whose fomiiles ane In irelond o
sarve Thalr senfences in Iralond, ond by trealing the
fomilies of all T privenes with wome repect for thalr
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Fealingt.

Porkhurst and Albany, |ike all the other prisom vited for
fram the communities they wppoedly seree, ore the
mash gloringly obwiow axomples of o penol policy which,
in this cowe lterally, goes out of in woy bo be destruc=
fhve.

PETER SUTCLIFFE

A third, and for PROP ihe most 5ifficult, queitben
raised by Douvg Woksflald's menoge concarr the freol-
mant ceearded to Peter Sulcliffe whe hod baen oftocked
and injured by o fellow prisoner only o Few weeki sarlier,
Doubtiesn the privon outhorities, If challenged over theis
pction ogeimt Doug Wakefleld, would cloim that their
ruling thet sebady dhould even peak fo Peter Suteliife
woi intended fo pravent o further Incidenl. We don’t
iike ko wee Hhe prlicn outhorties ploced in Fhis "Halier
than thou' penifion when what is ot Tases it & furdoman-
poi mather of priscnan”’ rights = Poter Sutclifle's o wall
o3 Doug ‘WakeField's.

We realise that FROP | out of step with many prisnes
gn such mothen bt we conmat accept that Further pur-
ithment, and particuloely violent ones, sheuld ke hecped
by prisanen wpan atber prioosrs, IF prioeen reserve for
thamselves the right to do thia, then it b very difficls
te condemn prison officen far dolng the woma.

BRITAIN'S HARSH SENTENCES

NEW EVIDENCE SUPPORTS PROP’s/RAP’s CLAIM

ELROPEAN COMPARISOMNS

The key ta on undentonding of the Britivh penal system
and s ploce in the "Low ond Oirder’ debabe [les in the
comparotive statistics of imprisonment for the wariouw
EEC counirimn. The eacuis offered by sccadivas Home
Secreturim - Colloghan, Jenkire, Marlyn Rees, Whike-
ipw = for their inability o mowe fowards more sana,
sersiblg ond humone viendards of imprisorment ke al-
ways been their need 1o toke heed of public epirian,

if 1wch plear were genuire, then these Home Secretaries
would hove made 1f their priarity to Inform the public
thot pur use of impriorment is alrecdy, ond by for, the
st nepresiive fhroughout Eunope.

PROP undertakes o heawy progromme of public speaking,
uswally by ineltation from univenities, scheols, commu-=
nity grovps, political porties, church growps, slc. We
knew that the public Ts gamuinely igroront on thewe
motteri, ond balisf that this cowntry is soff on law and
order Is w0 widepreod that o recitel of the fundomental
fech alwoys wprises, [t is diffieult fo sustoin on angu-
ment for mare prisom whan it con be shoen thal we al=-
reody hove many more fhan anybody else amengid our
eontinentol nelghbowrs, o that wenlences thould b
langer when [F con be demonitrated how much lenger
thay olrecdy are thon elwwhere.

Becouse of the mannar in which the Home Office pub~
livhes ity cowm sharisties om the bosiy of overoge daoily
population - ond wparotely for Englond & Woles, Scot-
lord ored rortharm Irelord = the Tigune which regularly
surfoces in the newspopers iy the 43, 000 or w eerogs
daily population of the prisons, boritels ond detention
centres of Englond & Wolem, Thow of u who oftemp!

io ploce this figene in some sort of perpective Fhere-
fore make direct comporisons with the awersgs dally
populotion of ather countries.

PROF hos iried i moke the comparison more meamingful
by demarairating how for pur privon pepelation weuld
hava b fall o drow level, proportlonately of ecurse,
with tha imprisonment rabes eliewhere, Thia, a PROP
orticle in the Winter 1781 [mue of THE ABOLITIOMNIST,
sioted the following:

ISM®T THERE OME MP WHO WILL SAY 1T?

Wa have got 1o st thinking in semlble figure.
Wa bowe got 1o ok Fha WPy who ore o]l halding
back (all of tham) what they think i wo odd aboul
oue country that mokes iF reasonable for u io kows,
proporticnotely, more people behind bars then
Fronee, Lussmbourg, |haly, Balgium, Eire or the
I ther] pnda?

To emulobe the Dulch wa would hove fo cut our
nusbars From 45,000 s 11,500, IF that s too much
for cur WPy imaginotion fo grosp, what about o
Belgion sguivalent of 23, 500, on ltolion 27,000 or
oven & French 36,0007 These are ol| proportion-
ataly adjumied 1980 comparisani. We would hove
te go Furfher to cotch up with the French today be-
couse of the omnesty which seeialin Preiident
Mirierond hos since glven bo 5,000 prisceen. But
ary of thess comporicns demomitrote the Leope
that axisis for really drsitie reduetion.

[ lsgwhere in the same erficle we siote:

We Imprion, proporiionately, more pacple than ony
othes counbry in Europe, Only Weit Gamory i in




the soma lmogue. W howe on cverage the longast
spntences in Evrops, which of couna 11 the reman
For tha size of the priwon population, 'We hove the
moit [1fe sentence prisomen, wa imptlon more of
pur young people ond, mail diiturbing af all, the
anmual rote of increose in the remben el young
people mprisonad i higher, by over 2%, thon in
any other Eunipean country,

Our owareness thot it & the lq’_h of sentences which i
the reason for the ize of the prison population ©y, we
think, parfectly obwiows from this qul:lh:l'rl:pn_

Hiow Een Pecis ond Cotherine Fitzmourice, writing in
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, September 18, 1787, hove

some invaluable ressorch which thows, for the
firnd time, just how Far harik wniencing s the oouse of
this country's appalling rotes of imprisorement, Their
analyils ii bosed on the published stotinkics of sight Euro-
peon countries] Englond & Wole, Morthern reland,
Seoflond, Balglum, Fronce, the Marhsrlonds, Seeden
and Switzerland,

The comparison thow thet this country actually mands
many lewer people to prison than most other countries -
for fewer even than Hollond! Roughly speaking, Britsin
imprisom (|.e. sendy to prison], proportlonotely, only
half o8 many of I ciiizem oy Hollemd bul for senfence
which ore more than five times longes, In offws words,
the anawer ko Mhis country's prison population crish lies
in drostically reducing sentence length, rafher Fhan the
fienld reforms o remowe, say, vogronh, ol cobalics o
presiifules from fhe Fhreot of penal sanciions. The |atte
ore important meosures fo underioke ond are long ovar=
due for thair own sobe, bul they ame really liralevont to
the soole of imprionment.  This ko been PROP' mewioge
for mony years and we are delighted o find it undepin-
nad by such Ihomoughgoing egumenh.

We weuld ||ka 1o have reprinted thic article bl ik
length prevent us and it cormot, In foimess to the
outhars, be semibly sdited, But onyone concerned with
thase motters is shrongly recosmended fo refer o the
original. Fedhopy the Howord Leogie, of which Ken
Pease it o lecding member, will reprint if in full,

TELEVISION AND THE JAILS

What are a prisoner’s rights to privacy?

MORE UMNPLBLISHED BRISOMN REGULATHONS REVEALED

Another side o the admiuien of relevhion feams to pri=
wors ln d ated by 1he n currently thown by
Molditone prisonary ot the BAC filming of Rule 41 prlion-
eri in the ipeciol Thonet wing.

Tha filming is for o documeniary which BBC heievition fs
preporing for outumn vhowing, on the subject of prisan
lifs ond condlfion for Fhoe prisonen whe ore wegregated
becouse of ontogonien from other prisonen = prisanen
convicied of offence agoirat children or privonen whe,
by their behavicur oa prisomsrs, hove nun foul of the gan-
eral prison populetion. To fhii end fhe BBL T werding,
or bhos already sent, camers teomi inle Malditens, Glou=
coiter and Wakeflald, oll of which have sacial wirgs
which permedi such Bule 4 prisgnen to ouociate with
each othe 1n wmething opprooching mormal prisen can-
diHom.

in Jonuory we were oporoached by on officiol Prison
Wisitar on beholf of & Thanst wing priconer who ol leged
that he and sevaral athen on the wing ware being flimed
agalnt thair wishes ond thot o opportunity hod been
given to theem to move away from the comer.

We were cble bz quote From o recent Home Office Chr-
cular lnstruction on PRELS RELATIONS AMD PUBLICITY
(Mo, 3419800

Pora 10, whhssded “Sofeguords for prisonan®: Pri-
sonars are antitled to full privecy from the media if
this s thabkr wish, . ...,

Pora 11: 1§ shouid be ossumed by oll concemad that
whare televiiion or other filming i being arfonged,
any prisonan, eacepl thone held on remond whooe
privacy should ks atvictly sofeguorded, may bs re-
corded in such uﬂrhmmhmﬁw-
by the public oudience to which rhe flim recosd i
whsaguenily shoem.

Para 12 Where groups of prisonen ore likely o be
Filermd in this way, eg in chapel, warkihop, educa-

tion chess ar asarcise, the priseners concerned
shoudd be given a collective warning of the media
repressniotives’ inremtioms, ond aisent to porticlpa-
ticn guurmed on the part of fhowe who do rot mk o
move aut of ile =

Para 13: Whers, however, fhe intention ii fo film
selected prisonesn al clower quarters, any jpriscner
willing fo be inbervlewsd for rodis (rational or o=
col] or for o television progromene iboll be inviped
o glwa his individeol coment In writing.

Annexe A, section B Prisoner may nof be photo-
grophed without their coment, IF fhey with, fhay
mut! e given the opparfunity to withdrow from
fange,

Annsas B, weton 8: Provided the gevesnor warden
oz safisfied hirself thot the individuely concennad
ore willing, tentenced adult prisonen mey be Tilmed
for o felevivion progromme [n asch o way thal mem-
ben of the public audience seeing Fthe programme
may recogniie any one of them.

A o reigd! of o |nlervantion wa endariond thal the
pritoner concarned has basn ook ised of his rights, ond
the gowemar simulioneously reminded af his duties.

THE HOME OFFICE ARE THE REAL
PRODUCERS OF PROGRAMMES

Theis ore molten which offect oll priscnen in oll priems,
particulasly noe Phot the Homs OFflce 15 40 Baily snga-
gad on the prapaganda ssercie of inviting wlected
jeurnallih Into selecied priwm fo speok bo seleched pri-
soners about weleched topicy, The journalith concermed
will ma doulsl prebest that Fhay ware permithed fo appr=
cach any pritsaer they ow, Preciwly - and svery pri=
scnar knaws how that 1 ilage -=anoged by the remaval
from the icane of thowe prlisnen who could say the wrong
(i Fha right] Hhings.

Tha much guoted and in many wayi sxcellant Sionge-



weys programme dees rel confrodict this, Disgusting pri-
sein conditions are no longe: ibiects for e Home OFf-
lcw 1o hide: they wanh them vhouted from the howsetops
o m 1o reinforce the demond for move and more prisons,
We ore nol knocking e Shrongewoys progs «
ksos mony penitive espoch and of leost comected the F'*"
lic impremion, musch fodiered by Pewipopen (ke the
SUM, that privon life i a reund of ubber inflotcbie
dolly ond colour television, But it wes port of o core-
Frslly thought ot and estremely wbtle public relotion
mrerelse sl in molion by the moat deviows and secretive
of g governmant deparement,

Owr o n at thil s 1 ha make ware thal peluan-

1
e undershord thelr right fo privacy. They con then 5
moke their own deciiions o ho the vsslulness of partici-
pating., PFROP hos to moke the some decliiom almos
daily, though withcut the some risk of vapleason? conse-
QUences. Hnllnﬂ with the comsercial media, evan
wifhout direct manipulotion of tha Home Oiffles, v e
bit like riding o tiger. We don't knowingly ploce our
hend inside the jows, which [s why we give papen like
itha SUM and the MEWS OF THE WORLD o min, but
tha medio o1 o whols remain our window o the public
ond wa hove to do our ket to ovoid the mowt obvices
risis of divtortion. Sometimes |t works, scesitime [
bockfires, ond we hope we pet o lithe wiser every doy.

MORE ON PERVERTED MEDICINE

The editerial Perverted Maediclne' (n o mecent fuve of
“Wiald Medicime® (reproduced on ancther page of THE
ABCLITHOMIST) hos drown some (nferesting comespan=
dence. A Mr K Morcroin FRCS, Camultont Drthopasdic
Surgeon, writes from Birmingham fo soy that *|f wpems
clgar that mech, if not oll, of mech proctice (the drugg=
ing of prisoners| follows from the extremaly difflcult

i ratiom with grow overcrowding within cur prisors, =
["Wearld Medicira' B Jongary 1983,

#r Morcrom should try and find out o Fee of the foch
bwfore rshing to put pen o poper in defence of his pra=
[essisne| collsaguee: in the Prison Medicol Service, The
temiom producsd by sverorowding are cerioinly the ea-
cute, bul how thol low [ fhof escise (v demonstroted by
the wide woriamce of levels of drugging throughout
Brithikh prisons.  Some of the mott overcrowded of oll,
Leed: for exomple, one wery light wmen of drugi. Indeed,
thare 1n mao correlaotion bebwesn leveli of avercrowding
ond levels of drugging

‘Whather or not drugs ore heovily wed semi 10 be depen=
denl much more on the whime of the enior medical offi=
cor of the priven concetred = 8 Faciee which reirdorces
PROP " ard RAF's coie for disbordimg the tereice and
ok ing prisonen’ health the regonsibility of ouhide

MHS doctors chosen by the patients themelves. The
medi cal profession b divided on thily lsus ard If showld
be na part af & priich wAtence o condemn O mon of
woman 1o a partioulor medi cal viewpaint,

In the coie of women patienh the medicol profenion [
clearty lew divided - hence the heowy relionce of GP
on Valium end other fromguillizers, This geneml oftitede
towards weman [ reflacted Tn Pha women” pirlsons ond
weplaim why Pedce o sany drugi ate used in Hellawsy,
Croakham Wood ord Moor Court @i in the wors! of the
mole prisons.

e Mescross balleves thot Fhe PO Cuif DVBFEN D
ad prisora, and therefore, in his opinien, the anwer to
wide scale druggirg, lies in the reintroduction of corpo=
rel punishment. 11 iy imperctive thot we revert b the
i of corporol punisheent of o resonoble degree for
wary many offenders, " This odvocote of "o wvars
thrashing” does not soy whather or nol he includes o=
wmaf prisonsn (0 b recommandation, Logically he
thould, o thay oo the woril sulferen from drugging.

Wi th such attitudes loword the infliction of phyical
poin we con anly wonder at the thoughh that poms
through this wwrgeon't mind when he wields the scoipel .
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A STATISTICAL MUDDLE

CAM'T WE ALL TALK THE SAME LAMGUAGE?

In the presentation of it onnual stotlitics Phe Home
Oiffice often spems o have gong out of il way fo oller
the numbaring of if iobles and alten the coniend of the
tables fernelves, Eluwhers, ai in iis steflsbics For the
dispeniation of drugi by the Prison Medical Service,
which [F new relucionily reproduces each ywar, the dif-
fwtenl bypas of drugy ore aranged in erbilrary groupings
which coneesl ay much as they reveal,

Acodemicy con no doubt Find thelr way through the
thicket, though not many iy fa, bl this is of very
Fitile "II'|FI o thes member of the panerol public whe i
trying ta moke wense of what b or tha reads in ihe Rows=
papers. The pres, sven those wetion of it which moke
soma ofterspt af amalysls, i utherly bafogged.

Mo doubst Fhiv sull the Homs Office very well Bur i
rgally 1y pol good sncugh for acodemic rewearchers fo
canluis the fnses sven Furthar by never quite relating
te the ovailable stotistics in such o woy fhat the general
public, who ore ofter oll e pecale whe tmally matier,

con put fwo ond two logethes, Twa it mever reloted o
P}

Esn Fecse and Catherire Fitzmourice moke thin wome
peind in the orticle refermed fo on o proviows poge, and
we support very atrongly fhelr pleo for ome conusrdut
on the publicotion of piiuon watisties wa that weful eam-
porisons com mone eaiily be mede, A fin sight they
seam 1o be guilty of the very proctice which fhey con-
demn by restvicting rhair analyis to privonen over 21,
thus pravanting ary iimple reloficnship to be mode o
the one baiic foct which hos penatroted the prec - the
overogs doily prison populotion of England omd Waled,
But they were forced awoy from the obvloul analyiii by
the different criteric uied throughout Evrope For the
clasification of odulthosd fer paral purposes,

Bow, ou wa po b prew, Roy Haltersley, the Labowr
Shodew Home Secrelery, wiiting in The Howord Leogue
Jonarmal, makoas the sort of Europeon comporisons which
we hove been unging on polificions for yeors. He wes
only the figures For conviched pri ; lgnoring Those
on remond, o vhow n Beimin aight out of svery
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10,000 of the population ore convicied prisonan g
mugtedial sntences. bn Hollond the figure is 1.3 ond in
Irady 10 1s 3.2, |nFronce it wa 1.5 aven bafore Predl=-
dant Mierond onnounced his smnesty for 5,000 priven-
wrs. | Denmork it 4.3, in Lusembaing 5.7 ond in
Gemany 4.7,

Bacouss most Eurcpenn counitiss remand mare i s
in custody o owait trial fhan we do, theete compor Bona
show up Britain i an even wone light, but they do
Fhrow yat ona mone sef of figure infa the arena when the

public hos yet to digest whhat Iz olready on hand, Mev-
prthaleis this is the wort of argument thot kas fo ba pul
ower to the public and nol jut 1o Howard Lecgue mam-
bers whe prajumably alreody know it Hatterley, wdith
his reguiar weskly column in fhe Guordion, hen mote ba
sy in the press thon ory otber Brirish politician of ary
party, One recent ariicle we devated fa his reminin=
concas of Black puddings. Perhepy, mow that ke oy
enlightenad the Howord League on thow mone imporiani
matbar he will freat hiv wider asdipfice 1o the some
infpemation,

LATEST NOTICES OF PROP'S NEW BOOK

WHAT THEY'VE BEER SAYING ABDUT THE MEW
BOOK TFRIGHTENED FOR MY LIFE™, wriften 16 ame-
cigtion with FEOP and published a5 o Fontana poperback.

*The aisthors have done o powarful job, The book i
patubly frae from chetoric and Fhay are very alive o the
complax social relotlonships of prisen life®™

Mew Soclely.

B aleee quaition of public concemn that hove never Dekn
andwared

Birmingham Poit.
*The auihars accuse fhe prison sptes of mrfying indif-
ference, indiicizline, medical inodeguacy, ard o liking
For surrounding prison marters with o vail of ominaun
MOEFRCY . caxa
“ 4 ook which thould kess Home Secreimey Willlom
Whitelaw owoke ot nights, for them i clearly = greot
deal wiang with the syiheen which ha overlards™

Wolvarhampton Expreis & Shes.

*A damnirg indicimant of the priven medical warvice™
Eciarsmniir,

“Tald with o charity ond perceplivenss hal grophically

i |ustroies the pain, wiolence and final destruction wi=

fared of The honds of thowe wha ren ond morage fhe

British prisom wyubem.

“Cgniral to the bock's concern |3 the rale the prisen

medionl servize ploys in ftha prison iyilem,

“The authar (llustrabe the part madical waff, docton

and homitel nurses ploy in malakaining erdar and coan-

rol imside, . ... h

=|} deparves io be read by tha wideit poaible cudisnce

a1 a pawarful, dignified ond compassianate occount of

individual sulfering Inside o British siote inatibution”™
Lobaur Harald.

*fainn o frightening plchure of Life In privan”
West indian ‘Warld,

*This boak will ralse hackles, ond may even moks fhoes
In outherily question their own motivei. & compelling
wociol decument™

Martharn Echo.

"The outhars hove nat only parformed & voluoble public
service in pulling oside Phis curkain of werscy but hove
dvoers oHendlon n o comsctive way 1o ather fhocton
which prevant sven the most glementary protection
againt il -treatment ond obuis of power”

Tha Democrot.

SHard evidencs drown from interviews, inquedh hans=
etiph ond unpublished prison documant:”
Scotunon .

FOR
MY LIFE

An account of
deathsin
Britih or

& FONTANA ORIGIMNAL i

“iF aeything thekes the Homs Offfce up. M ook
shauid, but chonges wnder the prgent regime a5 un-
Ii'-t'r'

Trilums.,

"We have sulfered unremanchly for years from of legsticn
and suggedticrn mads by FROP, Our bowysrs 0rs Rk fA=
veatigaring tha book = you can foke Tt T us Fhat ww &8
et hapey about Fhe book"™

Prison Officen” Ancciation.

“Bo commant”
Homa Cffice.

FRIGHTEMED FOR MY LIFE is published by Fontona
ot £1,95 and iy whdsly ovallable in bookahopa theoughaut
the country. O it con be obiained by post Frosm FRCP
[tha Mational Prisoners Movement), BM-PROF,

Lendon WC 1N 35X, ot £1.95, post free.
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MAILBAG: PRISONER/STAFF MEDIATION

In the following lether from Mortin Wright, which we
bizren i peminicn jo publith, we o taken je loik for
tha scarhing comment wa mode in the lait luue of
FRISOMN BRIEFIMNG aboul on internal Prison Deportment
discumsion decumen! which promoted the ides of prison=
g1 serving with sralf members on canziiiation comml trees.,
Reodars are rafarved ta that artiela,

| haven't seen the paper you refer o by Adrion
Amold, but | wonder IF you've bean too guick o
divsin it, The scheme for mediction which he pro=
poss s evidently bated on Amarizon ichemen which
appsar io work guite well: ihe Americans, undiks
the Homs Office, hos sufficient confidenca to mk
ithe prisoner what they think of tha icheme, and
gel more fovouroble responted to thii Hpe han W,
for exomple, prison ombudsmen.

You object to the wlaction proceid, but beer In
mind thot Tt works borh woys: prlones would be
wary &l vl represenmtives elected solely by yioff,
and vice vena. 5o it moy be the beyt fensible com-
promive for the dlaff to eloct half-o-dozen pecple
thay would be happy with, from whos the pelsonen
would choose the two most occepioble ones, and the
umm?bhrmmd in chasiing the [amate repre-
(T Ll -

A o 'prosecial” and “antlssciol’ Inmobes, we ol
knorw thal some pritonens who skond up for their (ar
othen'] rights ore called "troublemokens”, but we
kngew ol that some prisonens asploih other grisan=
#n - don'l you agres?

#And | don't think if helps Fha discussion ho dismisa
Adrion Amold vimply becowe of tha Prison Depart=
mand's inepiiivde in handling the Wormwoed §eruba
affgir, | know Bdrion Amold, and om convinced
that ka it tincarely irying b relform the prison de=
partment from wdthin, Thei dosen't meon oooepring
everything he soys unqueitioniegly, but PROP (s
moking @ miztake if It freet kim o1 & hoitile wimess,
T MARTIN WRIGHT,

Meartin Wright wan of coune for many yeen Directar of
the Howard League of Penol Reform ond B the outhar of
the recenty publithed "MAKIMNG GOOD [Prisons, pun-
ishment and beyond)™, Burnett Books, £5.95. The book
was reviawed for RAP in the It imue of THE ABOL| =
TIOMA ST ond joirs the select 11st of books en FROP
racoessenieid reading (il = which dossn’l meon thai

we hove o agres with it all !

FROP is not opposed to staffpriioner cooperoiion: our
oititude howards the Borlinnie Spacial Unit is s clent
proof of that, But Fhe vary foct thot Barlineie remoing o
tiny, Bolobed experimant in o cormes of 0 Scodtith prisen
i Fhe cleorest indlcotion thot the privon authariFie ore
not reolly Tntereated in mediation - sxcept o e label
for wmething else, If fhe Homa Office and the Seotiivh
Home ond Health Department were genuirely concerned
with wch developmanh they would rob hove octed in o
negative a foshion obout Borlinmia - ithe ore succen
story in the British penal sysbem, But ons which hos bsan
forced to fight for [k existence ogoimt a bockgrourd af
official hostility, ond loter [ndifference.

The Americon prison population is proporrionately bwice
an high even a3 ours, it prisoms ore more violent, and (1
i currently reintreducing copitel punishment - so our
lock af enthuniawm for somae of Th cosmatics Is perhops
undentandoble. The Sustrolion ssparisnce it mone reles
van! io our own. Thers, In the woks of the Royel Com-
mision o the Fenal Spitem, thefe woi condiderable in=
tarest by the Priconen Actlon Group [PAG) and by pri=
sanets genecally Tn rhe seiting op of prlsonen’ commit=
teg, There wos certainly no lock of pocdwill an the
part of prisonens fowends moking them wark, Mow,
after the even?, there is bittermes of fhe manner in
which Fhey have been conmed. (We will discus the
Auniralion esperisnce In the next [uua of PRISOMN
BRIEF| NG,

As oy Me Arnald, we ore quite prepored to ocoapd Mar=
tin Wright's evaluation that he repressnts the mare pro=
Freidive woice within the Homs Office. 'We don't moke
the mirioke of weing the Homs OFfics i o monolithic
edifice without differences of apinion within [k ronks,
bt it iy monolithie im tha Face which [# pressnis io ik
public, The attergted cover=-up of the MUFT) sguad's
anoult on Worswood Scrubn privonens in 1977 cannot be
timply brushed oilde o “Home Office ineplitude™ which
wermehow leoves Individuals within the Home Office wn-
scnthed = loat of ol on Individusl s closely Tnvolved
on M Brrald weos with the regions| department concemed,

We rel terate that when an interna| Prison Deparssent
discussion decumant speoks of prisemen “slecting” (In
quotes) haeir commities represeniotive, we connot be
expected bo boks the proposly wriowly. If, in express=
ing our uapicion, we hove moligned an individual, wa
e s0rry,  Bul we are sre Bhot syene werking in the
Home Office ond “trying io reform the depertmani frem
within® would net sepect us to act alkerwise,

mMAILBAG: ARMAGH JAIL OUTRAGE

Forcible body-searching of women prisoners

FROP hos been osked by the COMNCERMED WOMEN OF
AMERICA o publish the Following leiter, received by
them from Armmagh Prien:

Forochial House
Armagh, M. lredond
I4 December 1752

Since ¥ Movesber 1982 o wefeu deeline in vondorh

of behaviow hm token place on the side of the outho=

ritien in the M. Irelond Oice prian affain monoge=
managemen!. Girls entering or leaving the women's

ptimen, Armogh, Tor wholever remon, odminion e
prisen, going ko ord on reburn from remond court or
Far irial, wisiting hospitol, [nter joil Wisin, have o
undargo o complately naked visal sxeminstion of all
porty of thelr bady front and bock whils e priscner
stanch totally noked before priven femele wanden,
(aithough the courthouse §x less thon 400 yords from
tha [@il, and the women ore locked Im Hhe prisem vam
Irside the groundch of the joil ond remain Fhene until
insidhs Phe perimater of the courthowas, thay ars
stripped both going o and returning from the court;
PROF], This type of degroding inbumane irectment
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hmlhnmmmhﬁhﬂmﬂﬂwﬂwv
In]mhunhinﬂummmnlmrpmﬁ-
comor, Wery Reverend Joma: Clorke PP, This new
procedure hoi beon @ iroumalic esperiance for yourg
Catholic girli ard older women, married and tingle,
all of whem ware meared and educabed in Cathedic
heyses and schooki whare the stricthet wrarsderds of
mﬁl;miwﬂmhﬂdﬂmr-ﬂmﬁ'
wolanes, This has pow gone on for sis weeka.

| glve you an exomple = Geraldine Crowford, o
Mhm;cwﬁm the diccewe of Down and
Connes wai viswolly axceined in this degrading woy
13 fimas betwean the dafes X0 ond 30 Movember
ﬂ_iirllmﬂh-mmmhh aromined to-
yally naked Hont ond bock.

| and my falloe priest conider this inhymans ord da-
grading lreatment contrary ho Artiele 3 of the Ewopeon
Convantion on Humon Righti, As a priest, | consider
1t to ba contrary 1o fha Sixfh ond Minth commond -
ments, o weriau invesion of o waman's privecy and
jreating of Fhe penon as on abject,

Ma wolid ressen For this continuing disgraceful proce=-
dure hos besn Brought forwasd by the Secretory of
Shote, Mr, Jomes Pries, or e Minisier resporitils
fior privara in the MNorth of imaband, Lord Goerle.

| wont you 1o e waluable influsnce fo hove
ghis Inkumons proctice discantinsed imemediotely.

Signed /'y Rayrwond Murroy
FiL BAYMORND MURRAY
Catholic Chaplain, Armagh Prison.

The strip-tearches were introduced wopewadly for wous

Fity reasem, ond [nitially the women rafused o comply.
They were hold, howsver, that “any prisoner who doss
mat woluntarlly remeve her chathing will be ocking In
breachk af p-rl-'bm nagulotions. and will fharefors be Forei-
bly itrip-teorched,” They then cgreed 1o go along with
the searches after the gavernor had glven o elemn un=
darioking bo review the need for swch yporches ard had
pgrend te look Inte the whole guestion of the punivh-
mants which wene being enforcad in the jeil. He raneg~
ad an thiy ogresment, heever, and the woamen staried
to refuss bo comply.

The resultent Forcible sfrip—seaiches have bpan heutal
ond degroding ko say the leask, Thay howa involved in=
diwidual women being set upon by & many o3 wlewen
prison afficers, baing thicen 1o the ground ord Eheir
lathes being tom from fem. Privon aficens hove ot
cakide woman arionen whilst ather offi cer hove remov=
ed clothing. At oll limes the pritonen are humifisted
artl watchsd by o number of prizon affl cer [who ame=
fimas Include men], whilst thay ore whbjected fa voginal
and anol exeminglion,

During o perticulorly bod incident on Jenuory dth, thres
warmsn (Philomena Lyttie, Cothering Moors ond Lorroine
Michkal) received vevare bridsing: one who way merdfre=
ating hod her sanitory boresl remaved ond an women W
biindfolded hroughout the whole exercise, All ware
subssquenily charged wilh 'diicbeying on ordar o ahrip”
ondl two sach received weven deys lon of ramisiien, On
January 29tk o similor incident hoppaned wiih thres
athar women, all of whem received cubi and bridsey o
phalr backs and oiher part of thelr bedies, ard cne of
whiam hai since been chorged with "giault of five prissn
offlcen’.

HOLLOWAY

PROF hay consistently strevied Fhe paliicol neture of
impesisonment . Tha definition of certaln ociion: o erlmed,
e spbotive saricainess with which diffarsnt srlmes ohe
regorded, the ireatment accorded o diffsrent clowes of
prizonars = by tha police, by fhe courh and In Fhe prisens
= il of fhase are palitical decision,

The fack of intereit n prison metters by thowe who coemi=
der thamaslves 1o be en the political Laft hos alwoys afi—
gered . 'With a couple of henoeoble axceptions the
Laft press oaly comes o Life when o “pelitical privoner™
is Imvolved, Oluite opart from the comsiderations that we
hawve mentioned, the notion that oy privoner, regardlas
of the offance which he o ihe hay cammitied, 5 copable
of politicol aetion oi 8 prisonef never Leemi fo pour ke
ta Phase, ¥l the actions of some of the finest people in
our priscns, viruggling nat anly For thair cwn rights bt
o behalf of ather prisonen but reither aitracting rar
cloiming any polifical lobel, are ignomed.

Hawing sald that, we dan't demy the special concern
which we thould all feel whan pecple are imprisansd for
ovartly palitieal acti, That ii why we walute the Gosen=
bom Comman womer, curently in Hellaway and other of
Har Majuty's prisons, The fuwe on which They hove
pokan, and are toking, o stond s the moil crasial politi=
zal iswe Focing humanity todoy = the culcoms af which
il decide whethsr =a ore st around to toke fue Sver
arything elus.

DIVIDE AMND RULE
Ot prisomans in Halloway hove alreody been nbjected
¥a tha 'Tiivide ond rule' factics of the prizon authorities

wha have mads clumsy afiempts 1o drive 2 wadge Del=ssn
them ond Fhe newcoman: thay won't wccesd, of
coutie, IO have sech an influs of palitically motiveted
prisansi, sspeciolly when thay include mary who
wiouldn' norwally e the imide of o prison, ls fre (o8
thing thet the privos authoritiey want.

Thay = the cuthorities - are siuck In o Ceich 32 situntion,
Oini the ang Fmdhrmullhhhwrfhm
with kidgloves so that they will come oul of prison with
the tale of how well oll prisoners are tieated. On the
athar hard Phey o scored sriff thot the prison popelo=
thom will be "infected® with new wed of protedt if the
Girgmnhom women's movements one Rol reairiched,

A WOMEN PRISOMERS' MOVEMENTT

What we ore likely o see a3 o rewdl i o heightened pub-
lie mwarsnes of condifions within this countrp's women s
peitona,  That in turn might even lpod to the develcpmen?
of & woman privorers’ mevement, Pone af the tadition=
al prison reform orgonixations s dwalt odegquately with
the guastion of women in prisen., PROP, oi o prisonen’
group, does ih beat to wark on bebal¥ of ali prioners
and con elaim ko bave dane a1 much oy ony 1o highlight
the grotewgpss wse of drugs by privas docton on woman
priscnasi or the treatmen proorded to yoeng Roste wamen.
But we would be the fint 1o sy that our best has nat been
amything ITke good enaugh AND THAT A WOMEN
PRISOMERS® GROUP 15 URGEMTLY MNEEDED WF THE
WVERY SPECIAL PROBLEMS 1N THE WOMEN'S PRIS=
ChS ARE TO RECEIVE PROPER ATTERTHOM.

1T the joiling of the Gresnhom Comman wamen shendd
prove o be Fhe cotalyid for such o development, it
wauld presant the courts with & very ppropriate come=
guence of heir judicial octian.,
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Matt Lygate

From sur Scottish Correspondent

Ax though 10 coavicl voist carrespondent ol [naccerecy 1ep
Abolitonds? no. 11, p.l8), Scottish prison autbonties kave
now begun o gccord the Jimmy Boyle trestment to ane af=
their political prisomers, Bill Mscpherson has ot bt gradusted
vig the infamons cages of Porterfisld — to ihe Special Lnl
a1 Bardinnee. Thas welonme {1 belated ) developmeni encoursges
hops that if may fol be Tod lohg befare Bill & st ol EBErty

Na wuch hope is held out to Bdls comrede, Matt Lygate.
Seotland’® semior rebel is Just completing his eleventh yeir
behind bars. Matil way sentenced on 20th March 1972 1o 34
year for armed robbery — 5 crime he has consdstently demed.
Ha has twice been mefusad parale and the Eurapean Court of
Human Righis his déclined to migrvene.

Why such o sevage sentence? “'Par for the conme™ would
normally have beén cight or mlne yesn. We are reminded by
the Erewimy Timer ( 2670 1/A2) that the “Godlaithet™. Wilter
MNarval, drew only |4 years for orgendslng o series of bank radds
Jimmy Boyle himself served 15 years fof murdet

Why, too, do they keep a “"model™ prisomet, wha has,
incidentally, developed while inelde info a fine artist, 5o long
wilhoul hope of reloaseT

FOLITICS

His motker, Doris, believes she has the pnswer o both
gaestions. 1 was palitics™, madmtades Mm Lygate, "“that put
him in prson and 1 18 the e politics TEat afd Kespung him
.

This s & grave change 10 lay &f the door af a8 society which
offirms that it keeps mo political prisosem. That the
affirmabion | § R0k joke fak the Welsh Republicant locked
ap in Cardiff gaol for over 5 yvesr withoud trial) does ot
bessen the grawity of the charge. An carly opportuniny 1o
digprove i1, by letting Matt Lygate go, will arise whsn his
case comes belare the Parole Board,

No-one, beasi of all Matt Lygete's mother, belleves thati the
Baard i at all likely to do such & thing. *'1 belicve that i1 will
be temed down again’, she says. "He he done nothing wrong
im privom. He i & good prisonar. He feeh they Bave locked him
up end throwns away the key.”

A MATTER OF TIME

One man who believes that they were right to do so in Detective
Cuperiniendent Valentine (pretired. The former head of Govan
CID has no dowbes, | feel his sctions merted every day of 1he

semtemcd. | would sy jastice wad done ™

Wall, one might think, & rétired police chdef i entitled (o hs
opnions. But Mr Valentine cannot keave il emough abome

“1 believe™, he opined, *“that it would have becn jusd a matier
af time Bafore they killed.™

Sdrampe, bl we always thought prrventive detention had been
abolished o The UK. We thought that prople were only to be
locked wp of dcooind of things they had actually dong — nod
medreerated Becsuwe of g hypothetical possibility. Mat Lygate
i 8 gentle 14 well 4 a sincere pervan. He has killed nobody

Matt is in prison, however, not for what be did nor for what he
might do. He s in prison because of kis beliels, which & (o sy,
whal he s

Compansons wre aodiows. Vel one cen surely endemstand the
feelings of a mother whia, when M: Boyle, at last, walked free,
expresed o cenman bartefmesd, 1 wad pothing really 1o do with
limmy Boyle, Good lisck (o him. [t 8 ihe system. People are
ol and walking the streets for crimes that bave so comparison
with the crime Malt was charged with. They commit terrible
crimes aguinal chudren end get six b0 seven year, They call
Matt & revalutionary snd that's why he got 14 vears.”

¥iw - and inet's why ey 1o Keepong hdm. That Alasdar
Tennanl, the ahle young candidate of the Scottish Repohlicsn
Souslist Party, callected oaly a handivl of voies in the fvcral
Queen s Park by-rlection & brilde the poinl. The Scoltish
people; aiter all, voted for an Amembly, sed the Government
conirived 1o ignore that, toa. If there are polifics] crimimeds on
the British mainisnd, ane might be fongiven lor thinking that
it"s thie wrong ones who get locked wp.
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Prison Education

Submission on ‘Prison Education’ 1o the House of
Commons Select Committes on Education, Science
arnd Arts.

R TR S R

RAP beliewes that the soccess of any educational programme
depends i much on itF conlernl &8 o Il social FibURIMD 18
which it 18 offered. Thus, s background i QEETI §
recontmendition to the Selact Commitiee we ihall anakyse
the pobe of edacation servios within the prison reglme o well
5 {he sctusl educationsl practices and programmes i suh
astitaticns — am analyes which draws on firsd-hand
imowledge and experience of both thoss whiy &re invoived In
providing cducation services in prison and thote whi have
receivid these same services.

BT it e o e e ]

The Raobe of Educational Provision within the Prison
Regime

1. lIm society s a whole educalion can clearly be seen asa
‘privilege’. Mot only does access to edcation n many
sitigtions depend apon financis] privilegs bl Bl o
sdacational reliance on achievement in status-graded
Examinstions ferces sducation into the role of srbiter af
individual and social “saceess™ of “fallure”

1.2 In meny ways the role of education services in prson
reproduce the sévere short-comings of the education sysiem
in gemeral. But when these shart-comings are ransposed nnio
§ penad regime, the cutcame i devastating. For the significanl
coniral and managerisl emphasis in prisons mankpalates
ediscation o its sernce = and Access to educibion n prisn
pisoli becomes an institutionsl privibegs,

1.3 It i widely accepicd by thowe Envolved with the prisch
service thet withdrawsl of ssociation ar education time ot
pducationsl equipment constitutes in effective pualshment
Alrernaiively, the promise of education tme and resouroes

s & uselu] “reward” to goad prisoners mto conformity. In this
way prison sducation hecomes & system of “Joakle priviiege™;
g hecause it Teliss on traditional definitaon of education in
general; and because it uses edusation & @ wespon of cantral,
mansgemenl and conformity.

Current Education Provision in Penal Institutions

All the evidence of current prison edutition provison suppefis
the contention that these services cresls o sydlRm of “double

privilage”'

31 A lamge propoction of the pnson educathon deparimanis
bisdge! ami resoarces is spent af “mrestige projects’, projects
which sre also used a8 Vshop windows™ Jor Ibe prison servioe
i general and their educstion weTvices IR particislas

31 This huge resourcs expenditune on prestigs projecis ia
wrag Because il these projecis fregquenily emplasisc
gxamuination achisvement al the expenmse of Broader
adizcational goaks, and this jew prisoness can benefit from
thent: b) money speni af presisge prodeets Himits the amoanl
af money avalable tor educutionsl fpcititses which beeefil 8
ramge amd greater migimser of prisaoners; ¢} presiEge projects
present & false pictune af Hie Is prison and heace expcefhyle
srntagonisme belwesn inmaies, stafi and the community. This
tacit policy of restmited and restrictive prison educalien
facilithes seermi 10 RAP Lo be in contravention of the spant, i
mat the letier, af Rule 14 of the Prison Rules, 1964,

Evésy prisomer shie io profit fiem the edmestional facilitien providnd
a1 prison shall be spcnizsged 19 s wm

3.3 Tha contant of cducational proviian in prisans |3 pood
Qur first hand knowledge and evidence suggeats LREL vy few
sdiscation services 1ackie the life gaperignce, prokiems and
release aspirations of prisoners, or provide o welul bridge
heiwecn natilution xnd communiey. This faiture can often
{gave cven the mait highly quakifsed and gnaminable prisoner
without the pertonal meeources (o deal with daily Lie an
release. The meed for a bread interpretailon of sducation
proviron and need in priscns w=s gophasised by the May
Commiites | p. 70, para 4,39 and yel still remains undeveloped
Fupthermaore, the traditienal definition of educition implicit
in sducation services offered in prisons, as well as the enforeed
saparaibon of prisoness and thelr education [rom the
community, may well incyease a prisandt’s relance on the
imgitution smd encoursgs “learn heelplessness’

1.4 The content of prison educabion alio reinforces racial

and sexual slereoty pEs ina soli-geleating manneT. For indlance,
education facilities Tor woamen prisomers fregisenily emphasise
ap aasumed “matuml” domestic ole, offering wodeen inmaies
litile oppertunity to develop practical akills in terms of faiure
peonamic and cmotionsl independence and usd education io
force women back into sncial positions of sabssivien wmil
drudgery, which may well have contrbule fo Lhesr offending

in the fizsl place

1.% Racial serentypes alio lmplicitly or ex plicitly alfect the
acoem and coptent of education for black prisomers. Stereo-
rypical low expectationa of the leaming ahility af ethnic
minofniles, a5 well a5 an educationsl emplass on frmal
sgipndasdy” which may be irrelevant to & prisones s life o
peloase {lg. wirong emphass on a particular fosm of Wiemsy
and moda of commanicationh are jusl two af the waysia
ahich education is misused, In this way education becomes
the arblier and seal of Indvidesl end sochal Taflure for many
black prisoners, 35 well 38 & denial ol the potenial of
gducation 58 un instrument of pereonal development amd
change.

26 Al these misuses of education in prscss am, in RAMS
yiew, & dizect pesult af the very poot aEganisation of prisen
gducatbon departments and the role education i forced to plat
in prisaonel mAnAgenaEnt. In gemeral, prison sducaiion

de partmmends lack edusationsl policy, misuse their lmited
resciaices, nterpret “educstion” ln the parpowest sense knd
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operite without sccountatilsty to either isdividual and social
needs. Whene some success b achieved im o comviructive
educational programme it s most typically (he result of the
efforts af a particular individual working agaisin the
IEiESLresmn.

1.7 The Local Bducation Authonibes are theopetically

entrasted witly the responsbality for prisen education. They

heave tht Breadih of @y picwnos and availabls channels ol e
commmikslion with commuanity interesds which make them

poientally wellswited io this task, In their role, LEA"s have

e im-hiwili necesslty to wie edscation as & “'doukle privilege”

abd & weapon of prison management, They musl implicial

wideratand thar o pHsenss odesi1en & 90 equip Sim or her aﬂ
far commanity life — and aot the necda ol an GaMiluticn

However, in currenl practice LEAs do not ssume tots]

responathilily Tof education policy, programmes gnd Halling
in prisans, This must be to the detziment of prisopers snd the
COMImEAily The Special Linut — Bariinmie Prigon

fts Evolution Through lts Art,

Eds: Christopher Carrell, Joyce La

Third Eye Cantre, Glasgow, 1982. £6.95.

RECOMMEMDATIONS

1. Pemwon Fducation Departments muit become enbirely
desotnlalle to (ke cammunity, LEAy must asvume Tull
respomtibly {or prigon educatban and msct be Pﬂ-,ﬂ.l.ﬂ'}
responsible Tor edwcation policy , education programmes and
deploymeni of ed psatsmnal reasufess within prison

I All edocation s1aff working in prisoas should be part of
the LEAs pomeral workTodcs, amd heir educationad edpernience
should span both community and mseioas ke

1.  FEducation programmes for prisomers should be developed
which imcorporsise community meeds {2, for fulure respocsthle
and independent community members), vince |1 s, after all
thesteUzally Tor the prodesison and miesesd of the compunity
that people are imprsoned in e Girst place.”

. LEAs mawst fhas provide an edusatbon programme which
doey maf reinfores institubonal viduey and natitunonelitatien
Inafzad education progrmmmes should be "udenl centoed™
and responeve (o Lhe meeds aof prsenasy on ek

¥, LEA education progranmess shouhl be made available 1o
as many prisoners 1 pomible. AP recopmises that Tof thess
Facillties to b widely avallable & drastic reduction in the
prosan population is requineéd. However, in all situatsons the
wide provisdon of brosd sducation services should always be
favoured st the expense of prestige and costly exsm provison | LA ———
Above, Work gpace sortiin my cell. Pen and ink dravang, 195
Hizgh Callins

The esience of mprisonment is the deprivetion af fresdom

s 1his in Fsel! misst congtiiute the mosl sEvers punilhment,
[ : pliis Praon does ot diter bacaume, It 5 claimed, it does not
Submitted by RAP and PROP ( The -":.-mumi siniah, I thie.is ac, 1t is ressorabis 10 Siaggttt hat fresdom
Prisomers Movement ) December | 952, oulsade may 10 Jorigsr exceed that inside 1o sny sigrificant
degree for @ lerge rumbér of paopie. Tougher Makses e
galied for to be wed Inside priton in the drive 1o deter,
despain the fact that such measunes have been sein onfy 10
breeed evime and bidld up sggrertion

i i not popularty befisved that i people are treated

i 4
= o Haclinsie Spocial el Scoclasd an a8 enamiple ol “tudent humanely i prisan thene is mone chance of Mnlnﬂ

cenienl™ edaution Pogramess in paison which smphaches indivsdual humanely outiide again,
and social riigedE BN and whish éncorape active BRki aigh the
£ oA UL This was tha risk taken by the Ssottih Homa snd Heelth

Department in 1873 when it opensd the Barlinmie Special
Wnit. Tha rak was the wrath of public opinien, the gambxle




sk 1hat if i1 sucoseded, praviously dangziou. an=
daptructive men weukd eventually be felesmed back inta the
community with more
filled, the vialence, in and out of prison, would continue 10
Escalate,

Wikt happanad and i happening in this unit goes far beyond
thoss Tirst tentative aspirmions, The sucosss of ths Linit is the
5. H.H.0,s smbarrasimant, By the shsenos of it contribution
to this ook the 5.H.H.D. sgain demonirates 115 unease §1
15 oW Biaccess agairst The weight of public disapperovel of
what i sean s * criminals. Those who are willing
i look Beyond the pages of the popular press may find
tharmdelves sgresing with a oy of peapls wha,
knearineg st only the Barlinnie al Uit but the realiny
of the general prison fystem alss, woukd sndorse the words
of one of the priscners when he wys "Whatover the aitic
think of the place, it woerks and you can'l srgue with that™,

Thie deprivation of fresdom s there by the wry fact of the
unit being behind priscn walls, What happars durirg this
period of imprisanment ia, of gourse, the orucisl factor. The
Special Unit i In every serms of the word a |earning cantre
based on collsctive espansibifity and bears no comparisan
with a normal prison = in which it s sasler 10 arn @
servienica in that thes |s o predsurs 1o endure the mantsl
turmedl of examining the sttitudes and behaviour that hive
brgught one irte prisan,

This book will e, like the phanomenon 1 describes, an
smbarrassment ta &l those who hove 8 vested intersst in &0
enduring of the criminal, To thoss who want 1o find
aut about the Unit it wAll e o rewarding experionos, 11 is &0
hamest and frank spproiiad of the Unit and it history. The
voiees of all Invehed in it are heard — the men thamseives
ihose who wented to participate), membars of the famifies,
th Tounding membens, sockl workers, gowernon, artists,
pevchologist = with one notable and sad exception, The
ureass of the 5, H, H.D. extended 1o forbidding one of the

v ceniral groups of protagonists in thil axparience from
hivirg thelr say: thote peison officers still amployed in the
wrvice who with the pristner shared the key 10 This sucom
and withiowt whaose integrity ind dedication things would
pertainly have taken & different course, Ken Murriry murt be

mentioned hora, His sbility muﬁ"w_-rtm ] Ehye first
linkes bratween prisarser and stelf, The valuabie Bution
E— ——

of tha now retired Walter Davidson must speak for thoed who
sbrvad and are still serving bn the Linit and who have
wilithered the stonms not without st to themaakves,

The Uinit s  place of challengs and this collection of views,
statemenis, crastive writings &nd visual art chearly describa
the ,humtlmﬂmimurndh-ﬂ

and the difficulties of communal living. The
valias and meaning of art In this Unit s examined, Any cleim
that art has become 8 wuperficial bandwagon ik givan na
eradence whatoyer by Cordolia OFiver's critical ssassment o
the work producsd,

Charge snd devel pprment are wihat fha Unlt s shout and thet
thise things in thamsatves are painful and distorbing is ampdy
demonstrated in this book, The gm:*mmmmt
towards this change epeaks far itself, and tivoss who would be
eynical afer reading it may be thoss whiote cwn porsansl
irmacurity makes the concapt of changs their own problim.

This book is charsctariitic of the Uit itsalf in i livelines and
yarkation, 11 i fitting here 1o sckrowisdge Joyos Laing, oo i
ﬂdi‘hﬂl'l,lﬂi'ﬂlll-'lﬂ'lmplﬂlﬂh Linit, wihvome e
sensitlvity enabled har 1@ eroas eermangly Inkurmoyuntable
karriers in ersbling the “hard men” 10 fird thst saif esteem
can grow through creatinaty.

Hirlon Beflany

Abave: Commumication bitieern saff amd immvares in @ four
growp {detaill. Pen and ink drawing, 1981, Hugh Collins

Freedam on Licence: The development of parole
ard proposals for reform

Howard League for Penal Reform
Chuartermain House, 1981

When the Haorme Dffice published i Review of Parols in
England sod Walkes, propossng that releaie on parole §hould
be automatic for short-tarm prisonars, AAP argued that 1he
schema (&) was wrong in principle, a1 the parole syiism
with sl its insguities would be retained for long-term
prisemets, and (Bl wauldn't work, & The judges could easily
sabotage it by paesing longer sertences. AAP theroione
stuck 1o its ‘polivically urreslinie’ viaw that parole should
e abolished and sentences drastically reduced, The judges
thaemslves confirmed that i1 the sehams wis introduced
they would put up sentences, Bnd the propoesli were
abandongd.

Moy a Howeard League working party (chaired by Lord
McGrepor of Dumit has come up with & scheme which it
bgkirves can meot the objections of principlo 1o the exiting
jparaks schame but is also politically “realistic” since, 88
Liouit Blom-Coaper say in hid foreweord, it i “protiered in
the spirit that the srgumenis by the then Conservative
oppotits in 1067 are even more relevant fodey. ™

The datailed
ﬂ"‘;mﬁh: proposali are didignad 10 achieve

1. tha raros! of She FEjoRTy of coms feem @ poo of
wlectnn B10gETEr;

7.t comesntrabon of the Parols Boands activetied o 1haae
oies in which eherw [y o qumtion of pubdo Frienest;

3 phe eabiatmant ol 10 appssts procediude, ipars. T4

The propasals have indeed bean wall designed to meat the
pursly procedural abjections 1o the dxisting system, but
thry do not in By way meet the more furdsmantal
guattions raised in the report about the retfonale of what i,
a8 tha waorking party says, chearly o reseniencing process.”

. il grimriy m have Deen shown 1o predet Tuturs Behadour
with wwan partish acoanasy e ol darresd from Tage fch e the
ifandars previous econd] which sEe Rnoen at the Time wlen
mwuuuu_#ﬂ.ﬂﬂ1mm:ﬂlm
cincumsiance ba which the offendes will retum, see Fagely dul

&l B eonEmd; The Boand 18k Thim inn scoomani, el hus nees
paimdac bl Py Faplpac how ik @RSt Termmm m e, Le
o i W wile Nl IEmpned Faithul ano one wia, ol DEag
mfnnn.mhrﬂuﬂd-rn—-ﬂh'.m.!w

i vigew of Questicns Iike This, stting up @ “parole Drviton
of fhe Gowrt of Appeal” b a reform of very doubtful value,
8 1t s ditficult 10 see how the court could devise ary
ritignal erifaris of Ustatantive faireis. Cartainky such @ feat
is nel 10 ba ewpected of 1he fudges who recently ruled thas
e CEnTITRINT o | g% should be pUT Upon Te Parols
Bodrd im coming to what i the end must be a decison in
which sxpadiency i an important influgnce” [Payre v Lord
biarris of Greenwich quotesl in Aboiitionist no. 8 p.29.



HARD LABOUR

Earliar this year the Labow Party published Prisons — &
party discussion document in the series Soc/alien in the
By 11 is empossible 1o resd it without hawing in the ek
of ore’s mind the struggle in which Labour Paity menibers
are noww engaged A trying 1o chose The gap between deciions
mude demacratecally by Conterence and the sctual perform-
ance of & Labour Governmen sn oMice. Unlsss and until
thl itrugghe M won i1 would be smawise 19 expect even
agreed and saled palicies 1o be actually carried through.

Iri the combext of party positcal atfrtudes lowasds this
country’s periiont many of the recommendation are fire
class, though the mare resfisable of them weeuld e regard-
od @ unexceptionaisle in many other Eurcpen cowntries,
regariiess of the palitics of their govermmenis, The lect
that nadhing llke them appesn in the equivalent Tory
PaTy dimmasion document 'mﬂﬂﬂf e ol pemons’
demonatrales just how far right that party hai moved wndad
Thatcher. Howewer, 8 Labowr Party discusiion document
desemdd st ruliny fo 8 more exacling $Stendard 1han a cosripari:
won with Thatcher.

FIGUARES

The document openi with a table of comparative raes of
mprisonment within the countries of the EEC — an eissni-
fall starting point for any seriows discussion of ths country's
penal podicy., & minor emor places the LK just second to
Winst Germary whsnsss the LK [not England and Wales
which are the figures actualty quobed) & in fast inothe lsed
anetd has bewn foe @ number of years becauss of the sven
higher iImprisonmant ratas in Scotiand and northerm |-
land. The misake s not an impartant ohe s dos not
alter the owirall picture & two cownirel — e UK and
West Germany — whose levels of imprisonmant e a
disgrace to the rest of Europe, and much of the rest of tha
wiirkd,

Unfortunately such a balel recital of parcantage Teguered is
naf faally sdequss for #n educationsl document. The seme
wtatintecs eousdd hawe Baan much mane imigenatvely uied,
fad example by viating Row far our prispns population,
currently 46,000 (England snd Wakes), wou'ld hae oo doop
10 draw level, proportianatily, with athar eountiis.

Even o berimg our prisois populanon o to the level of
thie nat couniny in ling b ourmebes, France, we would hive
o redhuce our number 1 belew 35000, An talen equival
ent would be 27000, & Balgian one 33 500, and 50 on

right dower 1o the 11 500 that would represert a Duitch
lewil o1 Ireprisonment expresied in Serms of this country's
sizm. That i the wede of this country’s over-se ol imarsan-
maant, conlradicting a wideipnesd public impremon that we
are yoft on B and order snd 50t on prisoners, It is by
rnd-il!q it chear thiat This country & hip o fmei oot in
Euwrogpe, and odd in the disctlen af harhass, 1hat wuch
notlon can best be countened

The failure to hammar home these lacts m & meaningful
vy i compoundsd by an urswiRingress 10 got w grips
with the urgent nesd for & drastic reductson o prison
mismibsni, 11 8 claarly nol just an owerssght That 1he doou-
mant'scall for cuttng the priton population nevsr mertion
msmbars. But why? The Labour Perty cught nol 1o be
lagging behind Erison governon and even prison officerns

i thvis respect. Even atimid call for i reduction by 10,000,
to biring us proportaonatety 10 the lavel af the next cosintry
in ling b0 oureshee, would haye been BEtDer than notheng
A |t i, the undefined call becoeres Hitth moie than & pla-
[tuds which plays ciraight into the handy of those who are
pecidiing covme e reform which would leave all the
orucial shernanis of critt unbouched,

The omiagion is a weriows one and grossly misleading (o the
genaral reader, whao, (1 the or he is 2 socialbie, or a good libaral
of |ncesd @ humane end sensible pemon of any polities
parsuasian, & not going To disagres #with The rmoomimenda-
o that nes minsmum and begally enforoeabis standendd
be sncarporsted in priton rube. The denger it that these
ey dLandards will be f@an as refosms which can ba intrg
Auced piscemaal wharnss = faet the seslly meaninglel ones
arn depandant upen § draghle reduciion n prisen numbers
which i Lem reiuistes not only finm measures 1o release
many prisoners already iniede bt equally firm legiskation
b curl the semiencing appetite of the judiciary. Thess

i the Twd erudial s which should hayve been contront-
&, Beatasd, by the Talund 1o gleniily even & cautious
minimum tergat for reduction, they have been fudged.,

The idea behind the proposals for minimum standards &
prosumably that a statutory oblegation, for sxample 10
prohibit compubsory cell sharing, would gee prison refarm-
ors & lugal weapon with which to atteck prisen conditon.
Baut, without sn mmmediate recuction in the prison pogmilat-
iom, such legilation, inevitably amended with clause
anabling it be phused 0 ower & period of yesrs, would be
then spier for o masive programme of prison building. Such
& oonsequence would in fact be in the tradition af prisan
reform which, ower the yean, has ushared in the very

thinga that become abusas in the haends of prisan manage-
g

FINE WORDS

Subpect fo this crippling qualification many of the detailed
recomire vdatron which follow se sugslleet, They inclisle
ihe handing over of ail speeialist servicas in prisant 1o the
ool COMIr Ty agencras, and the exteniion of the fire,
Feedd th ard silely rogulation, throwgh thedr respective
imipectongtes, 1o cover respormibility for tha prisns in
thesr arsas. Such changes would moan on end to the Home
Diifice emaloy mant of a whole army of yes men = chip
laini, doctors, chief sducstion alficen, chef probation
officers — and the removsl af all thelr respansibdites to
e people who provids thess sevvices to the commaniiy as
s e,

Thas miegration of specislist sprvices has long been P ROP
poaficy and was a central featum of the recommandation
wisch wo submitied to the 1978 Committes of Inguiry
nte ke United Kingoam Presss Saeles, urder Mr Justice
May. Theér importance, not spefil oul in the Labaur Party
descition document, les in the cpaning up of prigon
regimes ta the scruting of people who do not depend

far thalr jobs on Hame Office pay and patronsge. Withouwt
this merzsasry Freih as blowing through the setem, no
asher recommendation, hawever legalty enforcrable,
would ¥iend o chante sgaimt the closing of the ranky af

B RGN EEfarUTe] emipboyess such as hanoene aleer the
Wesrrmood Scrubs MUF T assaun.

There dra many ather propasats Tor ohangs in 1ha pamphlst
which, it will be noted svan from i briel areey, bears
no selation 1o the attinetes of suctsitive Lebour adminks.
tragiors, Can thin really be the wema Labour Party thst
BrECnaTL knew 5o recently, the Labour Party of Homae
Secretary Merlyn Fess arad his two junior minksters, D
Shirhey Surmenikdl and Lord Harrisof Gresnwich ! Pernaps
the aniwer b0 thal qQuestion & the impartam one whick
will decide whether anything at &l will come fiom &l theie
Firia wedidcls i Ehe fuiure,

Geat Coggan
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Labaur's Programme 1982
Labour Party, £1.95,

T pigent of this 279 pags documen! & denoted 1o The
penad 1yatam, Their content is mainty a compregsed wWesion
of tha Discuszion Docwmant on Prizond — S0 cormpresed That
the witsl Europesn comparisom are squeered out Altogethar
but there are @ number of changes.

Thae=e is ooe big change for the worn, The discussion
documsnt iys thal " The prisen building programme should
immediately be frozen”, Labour’s Programme 1882 promises
o and the buslding of new privors sway from D aen
centres of papaistion”. This makes it mors | Raly that Geoft
Coggan's feary will be realised, and the promissd
improvements in prison conditions will be wed te Uity
ati R T gl T TR

Thare ae many other differencis of wording, but thay are
hardar to interpret becsuse of the vegue ohriseciogy imabnd

Mat oo much significencs should be sttached o the precns
wording of o docsment that sy &t ons poing: “Prigons
shoibd be geen s the a8t resort 1o corntain those who commit
viglent crimes such as murder and rape snd ane a real danger
1o sockety™ |the sscond “and’ has pretty | adicel implicatians
for dameitic murderers, I you think sboas i) and then, in
tha next pacagraph: “Coniidersbls seope sxicts for retustion,
simgr roughily o thend of the serterced prison popuiation are
Inside for non-vickerl offercss™

Thie sstsmats of & tird S0ould ©nly Rane Laan afrasd ot by

puuding afl afferce of Burglery, wih'eh socoumt for nimost
srencad ropulatlar Mot burgleisa
are mod, of oourse, weient, and bear (Tl rembianoe 10
aurder ar | e, This thoddy use of sorcapo and Sgure
phiciy oy Tar Bha Laboa Party M o dulining co=prly what

i wants 10 achiese

Tha wonllress of both thess documanis oi the ‘Isae 0
populatice |despiis thesr mary eRcEliEnt Boiememenidati ona on
oher poiris) has in oy view o fot o do with the simoset
eompdlate absanes froom them of any seriows polithesl critqgue
of the penal system, 1T b remarkable that an svovwed!y
socialisn party thowld sas the impriscnmant o1 Lange rambers
of warking-class pacple for petiy property offences o a
matter of conpsn on punly kumanitarisn groands = the
gonirasting trestment of “crimes af the pewerful™ & not even
mantioned, Finesounding principhes sre snunciated, but thay
arg mot carfied through o amy sort of logicsl conclsion
becsute they are not seon o mlated b0 beoatker polivical
obiactives.

And yet the 1982 Programme doss outline & sensible
alternative approach to orime, Reparation and Bid o whetims
arw rightly stressed; and there |4 a section an "Crims
Reduction end Prevention™ which refers back 10 the chapter
on Housing, Which s exsctly what 11 should do: clasaify
wandafigm or burglary arder “law and order” and thay 1%
e “Tory hsues' : changs the hading 1o "Housing™ and
suddenly you're on your own ground, But the other side of
the strategy should be & detenmined cempalgn 1o sducete
the public about the futility of L and crder® solutions

These proposals are official party polisy, nd they do
ropresent a read advance, | they are implemsnted, RAP
o major campaigns of the 1ain Hve years — apaimt prison
secrecy, and the prigon madical srvice - will be crowned
with almast total vietory, But there will still be o bong way
o g

Tony Ward

evolving
door

Backpround paper four: Drunkenness and the
Depveszian in Sootland

Joson Ditton and Cathering Phillips

Obtainabie fraom: PRESSGANG, Departmeant of
Sociology, 61 Southpark Avenue, Universicy of
Glasgow, Glasgow G12 ELF.

Price £1,85 including postage.

O of the e areas in which e v bean lgtle o no
diwtsion of apnion Tor the e hundred years or mone',
setneding to one of the numerowus stuches ciled in this paper,
=it thie futilicy of ending men and woemen 10 prison lor petty
offencies, intheding drunkeanness, ™ Which makes it difficult to
oy anything new about ihe sibiject, bt important te Qo on
repeating 1he abuisia in the hope that eventually semeans will
listen_ This background paper i, &4 Tha 15te enplies, @
cormgilitan of exating resoarch avidoendd &8 Dackaround o
the debate on the control of gublic drmnkennes in Scotland,
I, tha i, there can be » debate n the alvancs af a dreision of
sainion, The meal question of coums it 0ne of money and
melitical preoditien: s back of Gowennemen it Gonvicon and
oL ER T and ultimataly a cynical disregard far 1he les
#hile membars of society.” The paper shio provides the
mackground Tor thi Auinaf’ awun remarch om doain ke
sHendsry b the Scattish penal sysiem, which the Scottish
Jmmie s Haatth Departrment (who bether to deal with
~arnales dleoholias in 1TSEAY waa't lgy them puisish

The suthors do Aot jine repEat e framr Lhet irmorisonmst
¥ nen soiution 1o Scotfand s ViErink probleen™: thoy arge Tt
1 0§ the probkem, Scotlasd’s aleahtd eanmmption, they shinw,
& st high a8 stareatypen would have us baliewe. The ponal
siabying doar” 1 ot manky Tutla: it waps peaple n @
pattern of dependancs on institutions and drink (voim which
thery Biawi an dved dimianghng chanoe of ascap=.

Ay only eriticiam |§ the back of diveumion of the role of the
pofice. Peapls arrested for dronkennass (incloding wome wihase
“gdinunken” bearing ks cowsed by sérious injury or Hness)
fraguenitly die in police cells! o1, in mOST cases, 83 @ resill o
brutadity, but becauss the police lack the tima snd the skill,
and parhaps the compassion, 10 take prapsr care of tham
Another IMparmant reasan to tar up thoes archaic lavws and
find the money for wome decent, caring facilities

Ll
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SCUM’s little sister

FRISON FILM REVIEW: SCRUBBERS
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screen, When graphic viokence 8 necesary in prison films, it
megative effects can be offeet in a verlety of ways, mot leas by
yuggesting the passage of tme bitwesn nsidents, the long
dreary hoirs which ane af leas 13 inlegral to prisan &% pEtiends
4 the beatings and the mtmidstions. The concerred,
intelligent couphe in the queus at the Clapham Cdeon, wha ae
a1 unlikely as anyose el to b well-informed sbout the prisan
aystom, know from what litlke they have read and seen on ™
yhat Serubbery i samething loss than the whake trath aour
parstal. I8 & caricature in the sanse vein, if not the sams
oo, a8 Pusridge: Two Way Steerch aa Koger Corman might
have directed 11,

SOAF

British penal imstifutions ane dark cornens inbo which we
canmol peer withowt _ Professionad film ertles and
reviewers are no better placed than the aserage lilm-gosT, O
even the impressionsble y oung offender, to idemtily praon
{ilmi which are boih goad and authentic. To this day Jossph
Losey's film The Criminal, which contakns two excellent
prison rquinees, and some violence, is wnderrated even by
{hise wha sdmige the rest of his work. Seoftish Televirion’s
magnificent production of 4 Seme of Frecdom wis iy
famous, bul has received no special pragse or lasting infiusnce,
Almsost sll prison films claim 1o ¢xpose snme soT1 ol truth
aboul prison, and & combination of igacrance and Indiffercners
posires that the clbm always deceivesd up to a painl. Hut na
reviowes wis fooled by Scrubbers, The Thmed critic was
improssed by the deft way in which iz paralleled the
monatanss swembly dne work which the girks do is berstal,
where they are , with the awhally similar work they
hed done on the oulside, when they were (ree, hut he s1ill
concladed that “1he Tilm tarts up thelr predicaments 80

much . , , that they finally seem victims of the Bim-makes’s
averwEning urge 1o dramatise ragher than the haorstal sysiem”,
12727811 Alexander Walker, the New Stndard critic, who
wrote surprimingly well of Scum snd still s pproves of it,
describad Serybbers 58 CpUre w4g OPETE , . . @ JEneE af eamic
and vickous 1uens andeonly rarly, vecy rerely, 4 sefhous study
of & system,” sdding that 1 wish | could have belwved even
hadl af w, (11fE1FRT)

Thent are regrettably fewdvomen’s prison films of any quslity
an which Scrubbery could have modalled iself, it for all s
faubts it ls s1ill manginally sperior 1o the grk’ reform schoal
flicks which the Amefican studies hive paviodically turmed
onl, and 4 major improvement on the woyeuristic Big Dol
Howse trdogy which Roper Corman's Company prodisged in
ik midseventies. Bot 11 seems excewsive to attribute This
commendahle ghanes of voycunism purely to Mal Tetierling's
direction, given her femindst inclinstions ong eapected & fur
ore probing analysis of the girls' lives and the insitutlon’s
weaknessess than Scrubbers actuslly offers. A man could have
done [t st least &5 well, amd has: Anstodo Litvak ably dirdcied
The Snake PFit 17 1948, and in both Amsrica and Dritain the
film contribiuied 10 4 serious reappraisal of the imstitutiomal
irestment of mentally ifl people. Jobin Cramwell's Caged,
jeleascd iwo yesm later, was mads with similar good
infentions, but sithough it satislactionly sonveyed s poiml
abaut the comuption of & eEiively maoceni mmale — the
equivalint of Scrubbers’ Caral — it privked no-ane’s
consgence. [ Warr 1o Live {1955}, sbout the exscution al
Barbary Graham in Califomia, and Yieid fo the Night {1958),
hased on the cise of Ruth Ellis in Brituin, were also made Ty
men and cast powerful voles against capital punishmest. As
well & trading on carousity aboul resl events they had the
addod sdvantage of ane sirong central performance and,
mone lmpartantly, a fecus on 8 recogalsable merall issie

EXCREMENT

The fallure of Caged ~ and, {f orie wrishies o be chasiable, ol
E¢rubbers toa — may mmply be due ia ihe lack of widespread
cancern ahouwl the issue they desl with, the imprisonment of
people who are nol 4 public danger, Marvyn LeRoy's classic

T dm A Fugitive From A Chirin Grang {1 932 ) became 3 cinensa
jegend because 1f crystallised arpaments thil were alriady

in clreulation, not hecumse it created hostility to the chain
gangs by itself. But, unlike Fyrubhers, it wan slso n good film
im 15 ows ragtht, well disectesd and saperbly soted, and capabie
ol ergaging an audience on it own artistic merits. It wan mot,
as & matber of fact, 8 pasticulurly realistie Film; i just seemed
thai way, the resull of anlfice by it enalvers williim o frams-
work sét by the censor, The Hayes Production Code, 53 well as
ensuring |hal any vioknoe was sggestad rather tham shown,
alsa farbade the use of foul linguege and any reference 1o
crapping and peeing. This put severs llmits a5 the realissn of
amy lowdife drama, in prison ar nal I the characiers i
Fugitive somelimes seem too noeble, and sentimenialsed, or
smply one-d , it i8 because 10 censar denied them
the exrthines snd vulganty necded 1o comphete their roles.
And yet, even without it this film made people angry in & w3y
theat Serubbers, with ils abscene snd ahusive lirudes, savige
beatings and scenes ol gifls barng excement, gkl mover
hope to schieve, The view that il takes an exireme statemiml
10 gain & moderate response does not apply to prison films.
1neampromising undentatement s preferable.

There [s siill need as well &8 scope for an honest fiim aboul
the imprisonmant of women in Britain, which, in the depih
af its characterisations and in lts abaity bo use magtaphor and
symbol, could go beyond the dry anid framkiy bading accoan
of 8 documentary like Living in Stral. Senebber fatled o
enguge every conceivable soction of ils potentml audisece,
sven those who menely wanted entertalnment, and on the
Londos circuit, at least, it sank like o stone. The effects of As
misrepresentation will be shordived amd ather Mlm-ra ke,
kiopefully with a lightee towch thas Minton and Letterling,
may et he able to fill the hreach, Altermativaly , should Ms,
Zetterling gain more contrel over the final appeasince af her
next Tiim, abo could do worse than return to the charscters of
Atingtis and Carol, They are waorth keeping. what they did
befone grang 10 homtal, and ceriinly what they did
afterwards, woubd make & more interesting film than the one
in witich they sciually appeanid. Thore are precedenti. After
making Czped, John Cromwell weal of to make The T pany
She Leeps (1951 ), about women on parcke, and its long-
forgodien Rritish eguralent, Tum the Key Softly (195300
overdue fora good remake,

More innovative still would be a film set bn an open praon,
perhaps an open bontal for girk. One could sall deal with
the destructive futility and potically represiive agpects of
fimprisonmeni, but (1 waald require far grester sabllety than
films sel in closed [stitutions allow, ‘Hothouse” settings slmon
ginays bead 1o dramatic exess. On a recenl wisit Lo just sucha
plice, 8 large country estate tha didn’t even have “H.M
Baogslal™ on the front gate and which one could drive past
withiout recognising it as & prison, | was told by ane of the
girls thai very little fighting occunied there, gither hetween
inmares or with stall, 1 beliove her, She didn’t Hiee it very
much, didn't fecl she had too muck in common with the
other girls and had made no feiends. he couhd easily have
pan away, but el never tried, having only ane traceable
place to go. Even afier five months the smell of the pigs on
the borste] farm upset ber, aond she still found gardering qiste
dull. She fancilully imagined that her depression, for which a
dactar waa treating her, would Lift the moment stie keft,
Occadonslly, 4t might, men tried to kreak inie the barstal
il dings, and this frightesed her far more than anyihing ele.
Entertainment was providing by cutings — to a local thestre or

1o n chisreh service in o mearby prison - and sometimes by fm

shows in the hall, she thought il as ansusing us | dad that
Escape from Alcatres hsd been ghown there the praviow
mvemth, A very different pictire to the one which Scrubbery
prewents bul if i mone suthentic, and more promising
cimematically, A quiet girl whose one offence of criminal
damage, commilted with other, while dmink on her sixteenth
hirihday, in no way warranted & bomtal ssnlence, A girl who
had boen in care and wha resshed pever 1o get into rouhble
again the mvomwend the police amested her, who wis terrified
evenal the thought of golng io courl. A girl who wanted Lo
clein up and pay for the damage shi'd dane — bl who was
mwhﬁﬂmﬂ.ﬁllﬂuiﬂmﬁnhhumﬂ-
well, but could they be trusted not toban it









